
www.marylandpublicschools.org       |   Home

MSDE Public Website of State Performance Plan Results

State ResultsSpecial Education
 Maryland: Indicator 20 

State reported data (618 and State Performance Plan and Annual Performance Report) are timely and accurate.
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Narrative Description of Indicator

The data system incorporates a variety of information from other MSDE offices. MSDE
procedures for data collection are clearly delineated in MSDE data collection manuals to
address the specific data collection and reporting requirements of the Department. This
Division collaborates with staff members from the Division of Accountability and Assessment,
the Division of Instruction, and the Division of Student, Family and School Support to collect,
disaggregate, analyze, report, and/or develop new data collections, as determined
appropriate, to ensure data on students with disabilities required in accordance with IDEA are
accurate, valid, and reliable.

Data on students with disabilities is located in different data collection sets. The access to
newly collected disaggregate data on students with disabilities has allowed for the cross-
referencing of data reports between different data sets. Presently relational links are being
developed for:

The incorporation of Unique Student ID numbers that will allow cross-referencing
between all data sets including Assessment.

Most local school system and public agency special education data collection elements are
collected as a part of the daily information management for all students. Department of
Juvenile Services (DJS), Adult Correction Education (ACE), and Maryland State Department
of Education Juvenile Correctional Education Program (MSDE/JCEP) have overcome their
security issues and have begun utilizing the Maryland Statewide Online IEP system.

The Special Services Information System presently functions as a centralized data submission
for Section 618 data. Personnel data are collected annually in Excel spreadsheets. Section
618 data are submitted via a secure server file transfer of data from local school systems and
public agencies, including Maryland State Department of Education Juvenile Correctional
Education Program (MSDE/JCEP), Department of Juvenile Services (DJS), Adult Corrections
Education (ACE), Maryland School for the Blind (MSB), and Maryland School for the Deaf
(MSD) who monitor and verify their data collection systems at the local level. Most public
agency special education data collection elements are collected as a part of the daily
information management for all students.

Ten local school systems and five public agencies utilizing the Maryland Statewide Online IEP
system have data transmitted nightly to the Special Services Information System (SSIS).
Fourteen local school systems utilize electronic file transfers twice a year to an MSDE secure
server for web-based data submission of the annual child count, census data, and exit data.



, ,
Personnel data continue to be collected annually in Excel spreadsheets. MSDE is collecting
pilot data quarterly from local school systems/public agencies utilizing the Maryland
Statewide Online IEP.

Accuracy of the data is dependent upon the accuracy of the submitted school level data.
Questions and discrepancies in the data are always verified by MSDE staff with the local
school system/public agency. The local school system/public agency SSIS Data Manager
corrects errors and resubmits the entire data file to MSDE to ensure that corrections are
made in both the database and the error file. The new mdssis.org system allows two methods
of data submission:

Data submitted as one large file and then corrected and resubmitted; or

Data submitted as a large file and error records are held in a suspense file until the
local school system/public agency corrects the errors online.

Once corrected records are accepted local school system/public agency can extract the
corrected file and repopulate the local school system/public agency system with the
corrected records. Data on students with disabilities is submitted electronically from local
school systems and public agencies. Each local school system/public agency is responsible for
submitting data for each student using an electronic file transfer over a secure server
website. Each of the data elements contained on the SSIS records are required and must be
accurately maintained. The database consists of two types of records: the SSIS Student
Record that contains student demographic information; and the SSIS Service Record that
contains information about the services provided to the student. Twice a year local school
systems and public agencies are required to submit an electronic file of SSIS data. These data
submissions are for the last Friday of October Census Data, including the annual child count,
and the June 30 Exit data. Local school system and public agencies using the Maryland
Statewide Online IEP system are submitting data on a nightly basis. Local directors of special
education are responsible for supervising the accurate and timely entry of data. The data
manager within each local school system/public agency is responsible for accurate and timely
data submissions of records through an electronic file transfer into the MSDE secure server.


