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Dear Dr. AAL%’ier:‘

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(1)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FEY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part &
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Allegany County Public Schools (ACPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

1

Marviand Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. William J. AuMiller
April 17,2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the ACPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the ACPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

¢ Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the ACPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http:/mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would
appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local improvement
activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the ACPS to improve results for
students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to
request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

7 ] ;._I i |
L/}{_{,,&J"’éf}/&b%—/ :

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.
Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR/gh
Attachments
c; Nancy S. Grasmick

Sheree Witt
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Ng EDUCATION

= Nancy S. Grasmick

State Superintendent of Schools

Achievement Matters Most

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. Kevin M. Maxwell
Superintendent

Anne Arundel Co. Public Schools
2644 Riva Road

Annapolis, MD 21401

it s
P

SR AN
Dear Dr. Magw}ﬂ;

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Anne
Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS) has been determined to be Needs Assistance, Year
Three.
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the AACPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the AACPS must
have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of
the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or
had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the AACPS’ data. The “Part B
Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional
information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

The MSDE FFY 2005 and FFY 2006 determination for AACPS were also Needs Assistance. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and 300.604, if a local school
system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive years, MSDE must take one
or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system of available sources of
technical assistance that may help the local school system address the areas in which the local
school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local
school system needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local school system as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B grant award.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the
determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical
assistance. Each local school system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and
Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical
assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list
of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other
sources of relevant technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for AACPS are: Indicator 11 (Initial Evaluation Timeline);
Indicator 20 (Timely and Accurate Data); Indicator 1 (Graduation); Indicator 2 (Drop Out); and
Indicator 5 (Least Restrictive Environment).



Dr. Kevin M. Maxwell
April 17,2009
Page Three

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the AACPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

'"1/;'; = ,:.
_;i /‘5‘{;’41{’ LAtp—
Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.
Assistant State Superintendent
Division of Special Education/

Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Mary Tillar
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Ng EDUCATION

[~ Nancy S. Grasmick

Achievement Matters Most :
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street » Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. Joe A. Hairston
Superintendent

Baltimore County Public Schools
6901 North Charles Street
Towson, MD 21204

T
Dear Dr. Faitston:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in carly June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) has been determined to be Needs Assistance, Year
Three.

And Publie Sebhoole #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Joe A. Hairston
April 17,2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the BCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment (LRE) indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the BCPS
must have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least
five of the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective
actions or had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the BCPS’ data. The “Part B
Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional
information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

The MSDE FFY 2005 and FFY 2006 determinations for BCPS were also Needs Assistance. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and 300.604, if a local school
system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive years, MSDE must take one
or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system of available sources of
technical assistance that may help the local school system address the areas in which the local
school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local
school system needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local school system as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B grant award.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the
determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical
assistance. Each local school system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and
Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical
assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list
of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other
sources of relevant technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for students with disabilities in BCPS are: Indicator 4
(Suspension/Expulsion); Indicator 11 (Initial Evaluation Timeline); Indicator 20 (Timely and
Accurate Data); Indicator 1 (Graduation); Indicator 2 (Drop Out); and Indicator 5 (LRE).



Dr. Joe A. Hairston
April 17,2009
Page Three

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the BCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

S/
4

"‘ v i
o, i d 7

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
el Nancy S. Grasmick

Patricia Lawton
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

pst Nancy S. Grasmick

State Superintendent of Schools

Achievement Matters Most

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 = 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Dr. Andrés Alonso

Chief Executive Officer
Baltimore City Public Schools
200 East North Avenue

Baltimore,f}MD 21202

fs i
A

Dear Dr. éﬁfgnsb:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (2)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Baltimore City Public Schools (City Schools) has been determined to be Needs Substantial
Intervention.
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Dr. Andrés Alonso
April 17, 2009
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the City Schools must have met or exceeded the
State’s targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly
below the target on least restrictive environment (LRE) indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition,
the City Schools must have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-
99.9%) for at least five of the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had
no corrective actions or had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the City Schools’ data. The
“Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides
additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school
system.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the
determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical
assistance. Each local school system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and
Determination Network at http.//spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical
assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list
of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other
sources of relevant technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for City Schools are: Indicator 4 (Suspension/Expulsion).
Indicator 11 (Initial Evaluation Timeline), Indicator 20 (Timely and Accurate Data), Indicator 1
(Graduation), Indicator 2 (Drop Out), Indicator 5 (LRE), and Indicator 15 (General Supervision).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.
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If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the City Schools to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-
0238.

Sincerely,

AN , ;
k/_r{/f o (g
Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.
Assistant State Superintendent
Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR
Attachments
¢ Nancy S. Grasmick

Kim Lewis
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

Achievement Matters Most b e
i/ ‘ State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 » 410-767-0100 » 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Mr. Jack R. Smith
Superintendent

Calvert County Public Schools
1305 Dares Beach Road
Prince Frederick, MD 20678

Dear Mr. Smith:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Calvert County Public Schools (CCPS) has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the CCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment (LRE) Indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the CCPS
must have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least
five of the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective
actions or had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the CCPS’ data and current data
in correcting previously identified findings of noncompliance. The “Part B Local Determination
Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information relative
to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local school system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive
years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system
of available sources of technical assistance that may help the local school system address the
areas in which the local school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the
area or area(s) the local school system needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local school system as
a high-risk grantee and impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B
grant award.

To assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the determination status of Meets
Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical assistance. Each local school
system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and Determination Network at
http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical assistance to improve
performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list of indicators. Select a
specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other sources of relevant
technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for CCPS are: Indicator 4 (Suspension/Expulsion), Indicator 13
(Secondary Transition), Indicator 5 (LRE), Indicator 1 (Graduation), and Indicator 2 (Drop Out).
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As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the CCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Annette Lagana
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF Nancy S. Grasmick

E D U C AT ] O N State Superintendent of Schools

ft?

Achievement Matters Most
200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 * 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD » MarylandPublicSchools.org

April 17,2009

Dr. Edward W. Shirley
Superintendent

Caroline County Public Schools
204 Franklin Street

Denton, MD 21629

Dear Dr. Sk

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(1) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(i)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Caroline County Public
Schools (CCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the CCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the CCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the CCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the CCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

é/;/(/vl\// C(//W

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Rosemary D. Thomas
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

NE. EDUCATION

~  Achievement Matters Most . Nancy 3. Grasmick
> : ! State Superintendent of Schools
April 17, 2009 200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 * 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

Dr. Charles 1. Ecker
Superintendent

Carroll County Public Schools
125 North Court Street
Westminster, MD 21157

Dear Dr(]%i ot

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(1)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Carroll County Public
Schools (CCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Marviand Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Charles I. Ecker
April 17, 2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the CCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5c¢). In addition, the CCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
¢ Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the CCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the CCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c Nancy S. Grasmick

Jane Conner
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

NEEDUCATION

e

Achievement Matters Most AL AR CELE S
- : State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street * Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Mr. Henry Shaffer

Interim Superintendent
Cecil County Public Schools
201 Booth Street

Elkton, MD 21921

Dear Dr. Shaffer:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(i)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Cecil County Public
Schools (CCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the CCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the CCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

» Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the CCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA performance
report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school system
performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results for students
with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to
improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the CCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

({,/ZWWM« lea ¥

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c Nancy S. Grasmick

Mark Zawislak
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

INE EDUCATION

Achievement Matters Most
J," ‘ ; State Superintendent of Schools

Nancy S. Grasmick

200 West Baltimore Street » Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 « 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Mr. James E. Richmond
Superintendent

Charles County Public Schools
P.O. Box 2770

LaPlata, MD 20646

Dear Mr. Rllﬁmond

The Ind1v1duals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(1)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c¢)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Charles County Public
Schools (CCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the CCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the CCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

» Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table™ provides an analysis of the CCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA performance
report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school system
performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results for students
with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to
improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the CCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Lol

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR
Attachments
c Nancy S. Grasmick

Arden Sotomayor
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

-

Achievement Matters Most i s
) : State Superintendent of Schools

_ 200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 » 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17,2009

Dr. Frederic Hildenbrand
Superintendent

Dorchester County Public Schools
P.O.Box 619

Cambridge, MD 21613

Dear Dr. Hildenbrand:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(i)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Dorchester County
Public Schools (DCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Frederic Hildenbrand
April 17,2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the DCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and S5c¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the DCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the DCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the DCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,
g e — X
(/,K/CJ (/é”“-’-‘\.’/ K/«?,/\/f//{\’/

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Angela McPeake Gebert
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Np.EDUCATION

-
R

Achievement Matters Most ACLG RO ST S

- State Superintendent of Schools

April 17,2009 200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 « 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

Dr. Linda D Burgee
Superintendent

Frederick County Public Schools
115 East Church Street

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(i)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Frederick County Public
Schools (FCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the FCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the FCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the FCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the FCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

C/{Ltﬁ,{/ A sl

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR
Attachments
c Nancy S. Grasmick

Pamela Pencola
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
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—

Achievement Matters Most i e
B : State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. Wendell D. Teets
Superintendent
Garrett County Public Schools
40 South Second Street
Oakland, MD 21550

R L {

S0 =

Dear Dr.( ts:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(i)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Garrett County Public
Schools (GCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the GCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the GCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

» Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the GCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the GCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

) e
(,/zu:fvf/ é{f“wwxf

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Jennifer Kotulak
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

| [ Achi Nancy S. Grasmick
chievement Matters Mo
!‘jf 5 . s State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street + Baitimore, MD 21201 « 410-767-0100 *» 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Ms. Patricia L. Skebeck

Interim Superintendent

Harford County Public Schools

102 South Hickory Avenue

Bel Air, MD 21014-3731
1

Dear Ms. Skgbeck:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FF'Y 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Harford County Public Schools (HCPS) has been determined to be Needs Intervention, Year
Two.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the HCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the HCPS must
have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of
the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or
had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
 Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the HCPS’ data. The “Part B
Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional
information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the
determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical
assistance. Each local school system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and
Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrcnetwork.org and other sources of technical
assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list
of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other
sources of relevant technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for HCPS are: Indicator 4 (Suspension/Expulsion), Indicator
11(Initial Evaluation Timeline), Indicator 12 (Part C to Part B Transition), Indicator 1
(Graduation), Indicator 2 (Drop Out), and Indicator 15 (General Supervision).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.
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If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the HCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Cgoerdlim

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Ann-Marie Spakowski
Branch/Section Chiefs



I 9824

‘1931p) §,9181S o) Surjeaw

218p 800T Add .S]00Y0S d1jqng Aunoy piojieH 0} premio} syoo| JAS
‘suoisuadsns

JUdA 9[3uIs pue sAep ()] uey) Iajeaid o) Surwrwins suoisuadsns sjdnnw
10J 1931.) S 181G 2} 190W J0U PIp BIEp S]O0YDS dl[qnd Auno)) piojieH

67’1 — 000

S1 suolsuadsns JuoAd o[3uIs
pue ojdnynuw yjoq 10y 108183
s,1e1§ QU ‘siead pajqesipuou
01 paredwod ueym

987 St suoisuadsns JuaAd
a[3uls 10J pue 88" ¢ SI sAep
01 ueyj 1938013 0} Jurwwins
suorsuadsns ajdnnw

10 onel 00T AdA S[ooYdS
J11gnd A3unoy) ployie

[Ho1B01pUT SouRIdWo))]

"TeoA

[00YDS © Ul SABp U9) UBY[} 19JeaI3 J0J SanI[igesip
M UaIp[Iyd jo suoisindxa pue suoisuadsns
Jo sajel oyy w1 Kouedarssip eoyiugis

BuiAey Se paLJIIUAPI SIOLISIP JO WAVIBJ §

‘Jouraoldunr Jurzensuowap

21BP 8007 Ad .S100Y0S d1[qng Alunoy) pIofieH 03 premioy s§oo] JASW
"SOLUIQESIDP M SJUSPNIS 10} %TT L

Jo a1e1nodoup s Jeak snorraid oy} woly aseaIodp € sSMoys Blep 007 Ad
oy -193Ie1 S 9)BIS 2Y) 93U JOU PIP BIEP S[OOYDS dT[qnd AUno)) pIoJIeH

"%T9'1 AQ %P S € JO 19811)

S ,9)B1S 2U) 199U JOU S90p
SIGL "%91°G st Jojesipur siy)
10J ©18p LO0T Add S100YdS
J1qng Auno)) piojieHy

[1o3R01pUT SoUBULIOLIS]]

‘Tooyos y3iy jo no urddoip aie)g oy ur yynok
112 30 Juo1ad oy 01 paredwion [ooyds Y3y
J0 mo FuiddoIp sga] yim JInoA Jo u3dIzd 7

uawasocsdwn Fureisuowop
®1Ep 800T Add .SI00YOS d1[qnd Aunoy piojieH 03 premio} syoo] FASW

"SUI[IQRSIP YHM STUSPNIS 10J 9400706 JO
ajel UOIENpEIS S 18aA snotadd Sy w0y ISeSIDUL UB SMOYS BIBD £(0T A1

2690°L1 A9 %06°S8

Jo 1081e) 5,181 9} MO[aq SI
SIYL “%tb"§9 SI 101BdIpUI SIYL
103 ©18p £00T Add S[00YdS

[JoTesrpu] aourwLIOJIOd]

‘ewofdip remndai v yym
3unenpei3 21e1§ Ayl Ul YINoA [fe Jo juadiad 0}
paredwos ewopdip rejngar e ypm jooyos ysiy

oy 1931e} S 2181S OY) MO[2Qq SBM BIEP S[OOYIS 1[qnd AIUN0) pIojieHy a1qng Aunoy) piojteH | wolj Sunenpeld sda] YHm YInoA Jo Jusdiad |
AT oW W IV A :A)LI0LIJ SULIONUOTA
sIsA[euy JASIA snye}§ SI0JBI1PU] PUE SINLIOLLJ SULIOIUOIA

8007 ‘0€ dunp y3noayy Lo0z ‘1 Anp
(L00T Add) 1BdX [edSI] [eIapa]
JIqe ], UoN)BUIULId(] [B20] { )18 ]
$[00Ydg dM[qnd Ayuno)) paoyrey




7 9%eg

douerdwos panuruod Juensuowap
©Iep 8007 A4 S[00YOS otqngd A1uno) pIOJIEH 01 piemlof soo] HASIN

“J01B21pUl 2ouel dwod
SIY} 10J 3931e) S, 911§ AU} JoW BIRp S[OOYOS d[qnd AJUno) pJoJIe

940 ST JOJROIpUT STY)

10§ B1ep LOOT Add S[00YoS
a1gng AJuno)) plojieH

[101801pU] SouBdWO))]

‘uoneonuapt ajeridorddeur jo jynsas ayy
SI JB1y] S30IAJAS POJB[I pUE UonEINpa [e1oads
ur sdnoi3 otuyle pue feioel Jo uoneuasaidsi
areuorpodoIdsip yum SJoLISIp JO 101 6

Ayjeuoniodoadsiq :AJLIoLIJ SULIOJIUOTA

JuaweAoIdw] panunuod Jugelsuouwiap
eIep 800T Add S|00YS dl[qng Aunoy) pIOJIEH 01 pieamloy s0oof HASIN

"DS puB ‘g¢< V¢ sioeaipu]
10J s303r1e} 5 ,01BIS YY) PAPo20X3 BIEP S[O0YDS J[qNJ AIUN0,) PIOJILE]

"%9S'1 49 L00T Add

10J %L1 JO 10810} S 218} S

oyl mUOOOXO SIYY 9%19°¢

SI JOJRJIPUT ST} JOJ

elep 00T Add .S[o0ydS
o1gqng A1uno) piojiey D

“%bL 'L AQ LOOT Add 10F

2%9€°91 JO 198181 S 9115

3} SPaddXa SIU, "% 79'8

ST JO1B2IPUI STY) 10]

BIEP L00T Addd .S[00YdS
orqud Auno)) pioyey g

"%L8 L1 AQ LOOT Add 103

%19°09 JO 12318} S 01B1S

O] SPIddXa SIYL "%8y'8L

S1 10jBOIpUL SIY} 0]

¥IBP LO0T Add (S]00YdS
algnd Aunoy) ployiey 'y

[101R01pUT 20UBWIOLIR]]

‘sjuawaoe[d [eudsoy 1o
punogawoy 10 ‘sjuswaoefd [eRuapisal ‘sjooyds
ajeredos ajeand 1o o1jqnd ut paAlag D

10 {ABp 911 JO %09
uey) J91eaI3 SSejo Je[nSal WOl PaAOWY g

‘Aep a1 Jo
0/, [ 7 URY} $SI[ SSBJD 18[NTAT WO PAAOWY 'Y

17 ysnoayy
9 pade s YiM UAIP[IYD JO U821 G

sdag IxaN/sISA[eUY TASI

snyels

SI0}E3IpU] PUE SINLIOLLJ SULIO}UOTA]

8007 ‘0€ d2ung y3noayy 007 ‘T Anp
(L00Z AdH) 183X [8ISL] [eIPa]
Jlqe ] UONBUINLIdA( [ed0T { 1ied
S[00YIS JN[qnd Ajuno)) paojiey




¢ 23eg

-oueldwod 9,00 | Junensuowap
B1EP 8007 AL (S|00YOS d[qng ANUNOY) PIOJIBH 0 PIeamio sY0o] FASI

~103e31pul 20Ul [dWOod SIY) 101 0400 |
JO 198111 S,91B1S 91 199Ul JOU PIP BIEP S[OOYDS dN[qNd AIUNO)) PIOJIE

94001 SI1931e] $ 9181S
YL %€ 88 St 101BI1pUL STy}
10§ e1ep LOOT Add SI100YsS
arqng A1uno)) piojiey

[1o3eOTpUT 20UEBIdWI0))]

'sAepyuiq pay) nay £q pajuswoydurr

pue padojaaap JH[ Ue 2ARY OYMm pue ‘g

e 10J 31qI31[2 punoj are oym ‘¢ a5e 03 Jorxd
D 1ed AQ poLIdJal UIP[IYO JO JUDI "7

‘souerdurod o400 Suensuowap
BI8P 800T Add .S[00Y9S d[qnd Aunoy piojieH 0) premio) soof FASIN

*J01BIpUI 20uB[dWOd SIY) 10} %00 |
JO 198181 S, 9181 911 129Ul JOU PIpP BIRP S[OOYDS A[qnd AIUN0)) PIOJIBE

046001 S13198181 S 0)B1S

UL %0918 S! tojedlpul sy}
10} 81ep LO0T Add S[00ydS
a1qng Auno) piojriey

[Jo3e01pUT 9oURIdWIo])]

“(surfown) paysijqeIse 2Jels o)
SABD ()9 UIIIM POJEN[BAD I10M OUM “9JBN[BAS 0}
1uasuoo [ejuated yum uaIpiIyo Jo JusdIsg |1

uoIsiAladng [eIaUID) AT AIOLLJ SULIOIUOTA

-ooueljdwods panuijuod Funensuowap

EIEP 800T A (S|00YdS olqng AJunoy) pIOjIeH 01 presmio sool FASIN
“103B01pUl 2ouRldWwod

SIy) 10J 19318} S 31B1S A} JoUW BIEP S[OOYDS dI[qnd A1unoy) plojiep]

"0/4() SI J01BIIPUI SIY}

10§ B¥ep LO0T Add SI00ydS
olqng A3uno)) projreH

[Jo3eo1pUt 9oueljdwon)]

‘uoneaynuapt arendosddeur jo

1nsal ayy sI jeyy seuoZazed Ajjiqesip oyroads
u1 sdnoug oruy)e pue [eroel Jo uoiejuasaidal
aeuorodoldsip ypm s1oLISIp JO JudIag "0

sisAfeuy JASIN

smyelg

S10)BIIPUT PUB SINLIOLL ] SULIOJIUOTA

8007 ‘0¢ dung y3noayy Lo0g ‘1 Anr
(L00T AAA) 183X [BISL] [BIpayg
Jlqe ] UORBUIULIII( [ed0] g 1]

s[ooyd§ d1qnd Ajuno)) piojiey




v 984

"2)eINOde pue AjowI} aq 0}
ejep painbai jo uoisstugns s[ooyds d1qnd A1uno)) pioprey s10adxa QSN

L00C Add
Ioj 23e1§ a3 Aq panbau ejep 1oyjo pue elep 19 paiinbai Jo uorssiwqns

Ajawr) ay3 10J 13313 S,9)BIS A3 JoUW BIEP S[OOYIS dI[qnd A1Un0)) pIojIel

"JouuBwW A[owWiIl B Ul BJep 19
paxinbai panrwgns sjooyos
a1qng Ajunoy) plojre

[103e01pU] 20Ul dWIo))]

"9jRINDdE pue Ajounr) are (1rodoy
90UBULIOJIS] [BNUUY PUB UB[J OUBWLION]
eI pue §19) vlep papodal ayelS 07

"8k 2UO uBY) I9JE[ 9SBD OU Ul Inq d]qIssod
Se U00S Se Pajdaliod 9q 0 douerjdwosuou paynuopi [[e spoadxe FQSIA

"SOUI[OWI] UIYHM PIOILIOD SIIM dIY |

"LO0T Add Ul UON051I00 103 Inp 21aM 181 900T Add Ul ASIN Aq paynuapt
ooueljdwoouou Jo sUIpui} Inoj pey s[ooyss drqnd Ajuno)) piojrey

'LO0T AdA Ui onp suonoe
JA109.1109 INOJ pRY S[O0YIS

a1gqng AJuno)) piojieH

[1o1e01pU] SoueIdWwo))]

"UoNBIUAPI WO

TBdA SUO UBL)) 19)E] ASBO OU Ul Inq d[qrssod se
u00s Sk 20Ul [dWOodUOU $1991I00 pue SAJUPI
(010 ‘s3urreay ‘syurejdwoo “‘Surrojruow
Furpnpout) waisAs uoisiazedns [eIoUsSn ¢

"aouendwos o400 ] Sunensuowap

®1Ep 8007 Add .S]00YdS d1[qnd Auno) piojieH o1 premiof syoof FAS
(%666

-G6) werpdwoo Ajjenuelsqns sem nq “Joieorpul aoueljdwod syl 10J 94001
J0 10818) 5 2181 21 190W JOU PIp BIRp S[OOYDS J1[qnd Auno)) piojieH

%001 ST 3108183 S, 9981
dYY "0 86 SI 10IBJIPUI S}
10} BIep 00T Add SI00YdS
a1gng Auno) piojiey

[101801pU] SoueIdwo))]

‘sjeod Arepuodes-jsod

2y 392Ul 0} JUIPNIS YY) J[qBUD AJqBRUOSBAI [[IM
Jelf} S9OIAIOS UOT)ISURI} pue s[eod JH] [enuue
‘91qeINSEAW ‘PA)BUIPIOOD SIPNIIUL JBY) JH] Ue
YIIM 2A0QE pue 9] pade yInoA jo juadiad ¢

sisdreay JASIN

snyelg

S10)BJIPU] pU® SINLIOLLJ SULIOIUOIA

8007 ‘0¢ dung y3noayy Lo0g ‘1 Anr
(LO0T AAA) 183 X [edsy] [elopay
Jlqe ] uonNeuIuLIad)d( [vdro g ired

S[00YaS A[qnJ A3uno)) pIojiey




MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

INE EDUCATION

B

Achievement Matters Most Nancy $. Grasmick
; _ State Superintendent of Schools

. 200 West Baltimore Street + Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 - 410-333-
April 17,2009 33-64427TTY/TDD

Dr. Sydney L. Cousin
Superintendent
Howard County Public School System
10910 Route 108
Ellicott City, MD 21042
. ,ﬁ AAA

Dear Dir. ?é,aép

{
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(1)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (¢)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Howard County Public
School System (HCPSS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Notion

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Sydney L. Cousin
April 17, 2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the HCPSS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the HCPSS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
¢ Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the HCPSS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the HCPSS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this
further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,
A (M’ (A

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

James Walsh
Branch/Section Chiefs



1 a5eqd

"1031re) s 2181 9Y) Sunosuw

BIEP 800T Add SI00YOS d1jqng AIUno)) pIemo] o} preamioy syoo] FASI

“10jedIpul dduRI[dWod SIYf) JO SISATRUR DY} Ul POPH]OUl JOU SEM BIED
S[o0Yag d1qngd AJuno)) premoH ‘uoisuadsns JuoAd o[FuIs pue sAep ([ ueyl
1918213 01 Surwwns suotsuadsns apdnnu 103 2z1s dnoid [fews sy1 01 an(g

67’1 —00°0

st suorsuadsns Juaas o[3uls
pue aidiynw yoq 10y 193181
s.918)§ 2y ‘s19ad pajqesipuou
01 paredwos uaym

10" St suolsuadsns JuoAd
3[3uIs 10] pue 67°() S! sAep
01 uey) 1938213 0 Furwwns
suoisuadsns apdiynuw

10} onel 00T Add S100YdS
J11qng AJUNo)) pIemoy

[10jeo1puy 2oueIjdwio)]

Q=T

[00YDS © Ul SABp Ua) UBY) 19JeI3 10J SANI[IqesIp
YIm USIP[IYo Jo suoisindxa pue suorsuadsns
Jo sarex oy ur Asuedaosip jueoyrusTs

BurARY S PAIFIIUSPI SIOLNSIP JO WIS “§

JuawaAoldun unensuowap

©IEP 8007 Add .SI00Y9S dl[qngd AIuno)) pIemoH 03 premio} sjoo] GASN

*107B01pUl

SIY) 10J 1951.) §,91BIS Ay} SPASIX BIRP S[00YIG d1[qnd AIUNO)) pIemol]

"060€° T Aq %pS €

JO 1081e) 5,09P1G 1) SPIIIXD
SIYL "%} T St J01edipul iy
103 e1ep 007 Add .S[00YdS

a11gnd AJunoD) piemoy

[10o1801pU] 2oUBWLIONMS]]

"1ooyas y3iy jo no Jurddolp a1erg arp ur ynok
[1e Jo 1ua01ad a1y 01 paredwos jooyoss Y3y
Jo no Suiddoip sqq1 yum yinox jo juadisg 'z

uswaAoidwr Jurzensuowap

BIEP $00T A.dd S[00YIS dtjqng AUnoD) premop] o1 premios syoo] FASW

"%€0°S 49 %0568
J0 19381e) 5, 9)BIS Y} SPAdIXd

SILL "%£S°06 SI JoyeoIput siy

[1o1e01pU 20uBULIONS]]

pwo]dip rejn3ar e yjm
Sunenpesd 2e1S 9y ul PnoX [[e Jo juassad 01

*JOJRIIpUI 10} ®iep £007 Add Sjooyds | paredwoo ewoldip rejndal e yum jooyoss ysiy
SIY} 10y 19318} S, 91BIS A} SPA2IXD BIEP S[00YDS O1[qNd AIUN0)) premol] arqng Aluno)) premol | woly Sunenpeid s Yyum YInoK Jo U018 |
TAT Y Ul IV A0 SULIO)UOTA

sisfeuy JASI snje}g S.10)BJIPU] PUE SIYLIOLIJ SULIOJUOIA

8007 ‘0€ dung yanoayy 007 ‘I Anr
(L00T AdA) 183X [BISI] [BI9Pdg
Jlqe ] UONEBUIULIdI( [vd0] { 11e]
S[00YIS dNqnd A3uno)) piemoy




7 93eg

-oueIdwos penunuod Funersuowap
€18P 8007 Add SI00YdS d1[qng AJUno)) pIemoH o} pIeamioy soo| FASI

“101R21pUt douer[dwos
SIY} 10§ 198161 S 31BIS 9Y) Joul BJep S[OOYDS dI[qnd AJUno,) pIemop

"04() ST JOjRDIpUL ST}
10} '1Bp LOOT Add S[ooYydS
a1gqng A3uno)) pIemol]

[101801pU] Souerdwon)]

‘uoneoyuapr steridorddeur yo ynsar ayy
ST Jelj) S30IAISS PaJe[al PUB UOHEINPa [21dads
ut sdnoi3 oty pue feroes jo uoneiussaidal
ojeuoruiodordsip yuim s3o1sIp Jo JUadIdg 6

Aynpeuonsododsiq Ko g Suriojuopy

“quawwAoIdw panunuod Junensuowap
B1EP 800T Add (SI00YIS dl[qngd Aunoy) pIremoy o} premioj sjoof gasW

"JS pue ‘gg Y ¢ siojealpuy
10J 5108181 § 9181G AU} PAPRIXD BIEP S[OOYDS JM[qNd AIUNO) PIRMOYH

"%Th T AQ LOOT Add

10y 9,/ 1" 30O 1931%1 S Q1118

QU1 SPAIOXA SIYT "9%SL

ST 10)edIpul SIy} 10§

BIEp L00T Add S[ooyoS
arqng AJUno)) premoy )

"%T6°01 AQ L00T AdA 10§

2%9€°91 J0 1931v) S 91BIS

Y} SPaddxa SIYL "%y S

SI 101B2IpU} SIY} 10

BI1Ep LOOT Add S[o0oydS
s1jqng Auno)) premoy g

"%ET91 A9 L00T Add 10}

%19'09 JO 1931e1 5, 91818

94} Spa30Xa ST, "%F8°9L

SI 103BJIpUI SIY} J0]

BIep L00T Add S[00YdS
aqnd AUno)) pIemol] vy

[101e01pU] SoURMLIONS ]

‘sjuswwaseld [endsoy 0

punogawoy 10 ‘syuawadeld [eUIPISAI ‘S|OOYIS
areredas ayealid 1o orjqnd ur paateg )

JO {ABp 943 JO 9409
uey) 191eaI3 SSEJO JR[NTDI WO} PIAOWSY g

‘Aep ay Jo
951 UBY) SSI] SSB[D JR[N3al WOIJ PIAOWY 'Y

1T ysnoays
9 pagde sq] YHM UIP[IYd JO UB0IJ G

sdayg 1xaN/sIsA[euy JASIA

snyels

SI0)BIIPU] PUB SIRLIOLLJ SULIOYUOTA]

8007 ‘0¢ dung ysnoayy L007 ‘1 Anr
(L00T XAA) 1B X [BISI] [P
dlqe |, UonBUIUNIN( [8207] g Med
s[ooydg dqng AHuno)) pIeMoH




€ a8eq

"aouel[duiod 9,00 ] Sururejurew
€18 8007 Add S]00YDS dHqng Auno) premoH o3 premiof soo] IASW

“10JBOIpUI doueljduiod
SIY} 10} 94001 JO 19811 S, 3181S 9Y] JW BIRP S[OOYDG JM[qNJ AJUNOY) pIemoy

%001 St 19818 S 9181

YL %001 St lojedIpur sy}
1oy e3ep LO0T Add S[00ydS
21[qng AJUno) premop

[1o1e01pUT SoueIdWo))]

'sKepyiiq payy moyy Aq pajuswaydu

pue padojaaap A ue aAey oym pue ‘g

ued 10J 9[qIS1]o punoj aIe oym ‘¢ ofe 0) Jond
D Hed AQ paLia)al UIP[IYD JO JUdIS "7

ouerpdwos 0,001 Sunensuowap

E1eP 8007 Add S[00YOS dlqng AUno)) pIemol o) premioy s3oo] Jas
(%666

-66) uerjdwoos Ajfenuesqns seam 1nq ‘ro3edrpur souerjduwiod syl 10§ %001
JO 1981e) $,2181S SY1 199W 10U PIp BIEP S[OOYDS d1[qng AIUNo)) pIemoH

045001 SI3031e] 5, 91818

QE,H ﬁvcowm mm .uOu@o:uﬁ_ mmﬂa
10} €18 LO0T Add .S]00YdS
a1qngd AJUNoy) premoy

[1o3eo1pU] 90Ul dWO))]

“(surjown paysiqe3ss aels J1o)
SABD ()9 UIYIIM PIJBN[BAD 210M OUYM “DJBN|BAD 0}
1asu0d [eyuated ylim UIPJIYD JO JUIDISJ ']

uoISIAIING [BIBUIN) ALY AILIOLLF wﬂtozacz

"doueI[dwoo panunuod JurjensuouIap
©18P 8007 Add S[00YdS d1jqnd AUN0) pIemo] 0) presiof syoo| FASI

“Joyes1pur douerduod
S} JOJ 1081e) S 31B1S AY] JOW BIRP S[OOYDS QN AIUNO)) PIRMO

"0/4() ST J0IRIIPUI SIY}
10} B1EP LO0T Add S[00YdS
alqng AJunoy) premoy

[101801pU] S0UEIdWO))]

"uoneoynuapt eudorddeur jo

}nsal ayy st jey) SaL10391ed ANjIqesip oy1oads
ur sdnoi3 oruyje pue [eroes jo uoneyussaidal
ajeuontodoldsip yim SIOLISIP JO JUDIRJ 01

sisd[euy JASIA

SN)EB)S

$10)821pU] PUE SALIOLLJ SULIOYUOA]

800C ‘0€ dunp ysnoayy Lo07 ‘I Anp
(L00T XAA) 1B X [BISIY] [BIIPY]

d[qe ], UonBUIMLIdA(] [€d0] | }1B]
S[00YdS ANqng A3uno)) pIlesmo




y 98eq

"9]JeINdO. pue AJow) aq 0}
elep pasinbai Jo uorssiugns  sjooyog o1qng Auno)) premop s10adxs GOSN

"L00T Add 10}
a1v1§ Y1 Aq paainbai eiep 1oyjo pue ejep g9 pannbai jo uorssigns Ajswmn

1) 103 19311} S, 21R}S AU} 199U JOU PIP BIEP ,S[00YDS QN AIUN0)) PIEMOH

“IoUURW 93BINOOE pUB
AJjour & ul vjep 19 pasinbai
JwIqgns jou pIp S[ooyos
aMjqng AIUno) pIBMoH

[103e01pUT SdUEIdWO))]

"ajeIndoe pue Ajowi) ae (J1odoy
QOUBULIOLIS] [BNUUY PUB UB[J 0UBULIONSJ
aeIS pue §19) eep papodal ajelg (7

"JBIA SUO UBY) J93R] ASED OU Ul Ing 9jqissod
SB U0O0S SB PaJoalIod aq 03 dourljdwoouou parynuapl jje s103dxs SN

"SOUI[OWI] UIYIM PIJOALIOD dIOM 31} [V

'L00T Ad: Ul UOHOSLIOD J0J NP 319M 18} 9007 Add Ul ASIN Aq pay1uapt
souerdwosuou Jo surpuly 931y} pey S[ooydg d1jqng A1uno)) premoy

'L00T Adq ut onp suonoe
DAI1D01102 J241f) PBY S[00YIS

a1qnd A1Juno)) piemoy

[103B01pUT 20uBIdWIO))]

"UONBIJIIUIPI WOTJ
JBoA JUO uRY] I193R] 9SBO OU Ul 3nq d[qIssod se
100s se 2ouel{dWOdUCU $1991100 PUE SIJIIUSPI
(010 ‘sBurreay ‘symejdwos ‘Furiojruow
Suipnpour) waysAs uoisialadns [e1ouany ¢

"doueljdwod o400 ] Sururejurew
18P 8007 Add SI00YS dl[qngd Ajunoy) premoH o3 premiof syoo| JUSW

*101B01puUI adueljdwod
ST 10J 0400 JO 1981e) S, 9)RIS 2} 19U BIRp S[OOYOS d1[qnd AIUno)) premoH

04001 S1105ie] 5 9181
UL "%00] st Ioyediput siyy
10} B1ep LO0T Add S[00YdS
arqng A1uno)) plemoy

[1o3eo1pU] 2ouejdWion)]

‘s[eosd Arepuooas-jsod

Y1 199Ul 0} JUaPNIS 9Y] [qeUS A[qBUOSEAI [[IAM
1By} SOIAISS UONISURI) pue S[BOT Jq] [enuue
‘djqeanseaw ‘paJRUIPIOOD sapnjoul ey JqI ue
UM SAOQE pue 9] Page yInoA Jo uadkad ‘¢

sisAreuy JASIA

snjelg

SI107BIIPU] PUB SIPLIOLLJ SULIONUOA]

8007 ‘0€ dung ysnoayy 00 ‘1 Anr
(L00T AAA) He3dX [eISI] [BIopay
e I UoneUiuLId(] 820 { 18]
s[ooydS dAqng AHHuno)) pIeMoy




MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

2 Nancy S. Grasmick
i~ Achievement Matters Most 3 State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 « 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Dr. A. Barbara Wheeler
Superintendent

Kent County Public Schools
215 Washington Avenue

Chestertown, MD 21620
N ]

N et
Dear Dr. /Wiﬁe/a(éﬁ
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(1) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Kent
County Public Schools (KCPS) has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. A. Barbara Wheeler
April 17,2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the KCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment (LRE) Indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the KCPS
must have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least
five of the seven compliance indicators (4,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective
actions or had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the KCPS® data and current data
in correcting previously identified findings of noncompliance. The “Part B Local Determination
Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information relative
to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R, §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local school system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive
years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system
of available sources of technical assistance that may help the local school system address the
areas in which the local school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the
area or area(s) the local school system needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local school system as
a high-risk grantee and impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B
grant award.

To assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the determination status of Meets
Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical assistance. Each local school
system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and Determination Network at
http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical assistance to improve
performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list of indicators. Select a
specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other sources of relevant
technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for KCPS are: Indicator 11 (Initial Evaluation Timeline),
Indicator 20 (Timely and Accurate Data), Indicator 2 (Drop Out), and Indicator 15 (General
Supervision).



Dr. A. Barbara Wheeler
April 17,2009
Page Three

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the KCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-
0238.

Sincerely,

/i T

(A dF Lt

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.
Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Laura Cochran
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

*

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

Achievement Matters Most

200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 < 410-767-0100 « 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Dr. Jerry Dean Weast
Superintendent
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive
Rockville, MD 20850

S

Dear Dr. {-w é%s i Y

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) has been determined to be Needs Intervention,
Year Two.

A ardand BPubklice Sehanle: #1 in thae Nafion
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Dr. Jerry Dean Weast
April 17, 2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the MCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the MCPS must
have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of
the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or
had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the MCPS’ data. The “Part B
Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention™ provides additional
information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the
determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical
assistance. Each local school system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and
Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfenetwork.org and other sources of technical
assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list
of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other
sources of relevant technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for Montgomery County Public Schools are: Indicator 4
(Suspension/Expulsion), 11(Initial Evaluation Timeline), Indicator 12 (Part C to Part B
Transition), Indicator 20 (Timely and Accurate Data), Indicator 1 (Graduation), Indicator 5
(LRE), and Indicator 15 (General Supervision).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.




Dr. Jerry Dean Weast
April 17,2009
Page Three

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the MCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

[y 5

{ 4 4 / i A
£ iy iy {
At

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Gwendolyn J. Mason
Judith Pattik
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

|J’/ Achievement Matters Most

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 + 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. William R. Hite

Interim Superintendent

Prince George’s County Public Schools
14201 School Lane

Upper Mar]\boro,: MD 20772

# II j ;}/}l{/
LA
Dear Dr./H%te:
7

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FF'Y 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Prince George’s County Public Schools (PGCPS) has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. William R. Hite
April 17, 2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the PGCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment (LRE) Indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the PGCPS
must have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least
five of the seven compliance indicators (4,9,10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective
actions or had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

 Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the PGCPS’ data and current
data in correcting previously identified findings of noncompliance. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional
information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local school system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive
years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system
of available sources of technical assistance that may help the local school system address the
areas in which the local school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the
area or area(s) the local school system needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local school system as
a high-risk grantee and impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B
grant award.

To assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the determination status of Meets
Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical assistance. Each local school
system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and Determination Network at
http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfenetwork.org and other sources of technical assistance to improve
performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list of indicators. Select a
specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other sources of relevant
technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for PGCPS are: Indicator 4 (Suspension/Expulsion), Indicator
11(Initial Evaluation Timeline), Indicator 1 (Graduation), Indicator 5 (LRE), and Indicator 15
(General Supervision).



Dr. William R. Hite
April 17,2009
Page Three

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the PGCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
[of Nancy S. Grasmick

Pamela Downing-Hosten
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

Achievement Matters Most

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Carol A. Williamson
Superintendent

Queen Anne's County Public Schools
202 Chesterfield Avenue

Centreville, MD 21617

[ y R e
Dear Dr. Wﬁlia“rhson:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(1) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (¢)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets
Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B, Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Queen Anne’s County Public Schools (QACPS) has been determined to be Needs Assistance,
Year Three.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the QACPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5c). In addition, the QACPS must
have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of
the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or
had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
 Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the QACPS’ data. The “Part B
Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional
information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

The MSDE FFY 2005 and FFY 2006 determination for QACPS were also Needs Assistance. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and 300.604, if a local school
system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive years, MSDE must take one
or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system of available sources of
technical assistance that may help the local school system address the areas in which the local
school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local
school system needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local school system as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B grant award.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the
determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical
assistance. Each local school system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and
Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfenetwork.org and other sources of technical
assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list
of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other
sources of relevant technical assistance.

Those local school systems that were below the State’s target on any indicator are required to
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for QACPS are: Indicator 1 I(Initial Evaluation Timeline),
Indicator 13 (Secondary Transition), Indicator 20 (Timely and Accurate Data), Indicator 1
(Graduation), and Indicator 2 (Drop Out).



Dr. Carol A. Williamson
April 17, 2009
Page Three

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the QACPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

(,{j&/t’,/gz// : Z{lﬁ/y'\ —

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c Nancy S. Grasmick

Diane McGowan
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

Achievement Matters Most _ Nancy 5. Grasmick
25 State Superintendent of Schools

. 200 West Baltimore Street * Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-
April 17,2009 0 6442 TTY/TDD

Dr. Michael J. Martirano
Superintendent

St. Mary’s County Public Schools
P. O. Box 641

Leonardtown, MD 20650

Dear Dr. Martirano:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(i)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (¢)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the St. Mary’s County
Public Schools (SMCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Michael J. Martirano
April 17,2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the SMCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the SMCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%)) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the SMCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the SMCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this
further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

C/Acdgwm,/yéﬂ,ﬁk

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Melissa Charbonnet
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION.

Achievement Matters Most BRI S

State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

July 31, 2008

Dr. Michael J. Martirano
Superintendent

St. Mary’s County Public Schools
P.O. Box 641

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650

Dear Dr. Martirano:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. On June 6,
2008, OSEP issued its determination letters to each state’s lead agency for Part B on the
implementation of IDEA for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2006, the 2006-2007 academic year.
OSEP notified the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) that Maryland’s Part B
was at the level of Needs Assistance.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i), states are required to assign these same levels of
determination annually under §1416(d) to each local school system based on performance. In
accordance with §1416(e) of IDEA 2004, states must use one of the following four categories
to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance,
Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled “Part B Indicators
Considered in Making Determinations” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the St.
Mary’s County Public Schools has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Michael J. Martirano
July 31, 2008
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that St. Mary’s County Public Schools Needs
Assistance include not demonstrating substantial compliance in two of seven compliance
indicators (11 and 12). Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

 Part B Local Determination Overview;

Part B Local Determination Scoring Criteria;

 Part B Local Determination Table;

 Part B Local Determination Framework for Assistance and Intervention; and
o Division Technical Assistance Providers for Each Indicator.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the St. Mary’s County Public
Schools’ data. The “Part B Local Determination Framework for Assistance and Intervention”
provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to your
local school system.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local school system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive
years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system
of available sources of technical assistance that may help the local school system address the
areas in which the local school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the
area or area(s) the local school system needs assistance; or 3) Identity the local school system as
a high-risk grantee and impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B
grant award.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the information
about Maryland’s performance at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting
on local school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA. If you
have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would be
happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local improvement
activities.




Dr. Michael J. Martirano
July 31, 2008
Page Three

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the St. Mary’s County Public Schools to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss

this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Carol Ann Baglin, Ed. D
Assistant State Superintendent
Division of Special Education/

Early Intervention Services
CAB/KAL:gh
Attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Melissa Charbonnet
Branch/Section Chiefs
Donna Riley
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

NE.EDUCATION

-
!

Achievement Matters Most Nancy's. Grasmick
p s State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baitimore Street » Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 « 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. Karen B. Salmon
Superintendent

Talbot County Public Schools
P. 0. Box 1029

Easton, MD 21601

Dear Dr. é;;éggc -

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. :

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(1)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Talbot County Public
Schools (TCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Marviand Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Karen B. Salmon
April 17,2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the TCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the TCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
» Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the TCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the TCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

C/Z’Q{ ,p/ éz«w ~

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
¢ Nancy S. Grasmick

Jean Carrion
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
b EDUCATION

‘ Pt Achievement Matters Most
¥ ;

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 « 410-767-0100 * 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Elizabeth M. Morgan
Superintendent

Washington County Public Schools
P. O. Box 730

Hagerstown, MD 21741

A taj/
{ /\ i A
Dear Dr. ;Mb(r’ggn:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention;
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the ongoing efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
- State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
status for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance
with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or
Needs Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public
agencies, the media, and the public of this action.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms, consistent
with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms
1dentified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school
system, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the
following four categories to assign a determination to each local school system: Meets

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets for FF'Y 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C
and Part B Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007
data, as well as information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the
Washington County Public Schools (WCPS) has been determined to be Needs Assistance, Year
Three.

Maryland Pubilic Schools: #1 in the Nation
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To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the WCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment (LRE) indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the WCPS
must have demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least
five of the seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective
actions or had completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the WCPS® data. The “Part B
Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional
information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

The MSDE FFY 2005 and FFY 2006 determination for WCPS were also Needs Assistance. In
accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and 300.604, if a local school
system is determined to be in need of assistance for two consecutive years, MSDE must take one
or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the local school system of available sources of
technical assistance that may help the local school system address the areas in which the local
school system needs assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local
school system needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local school system as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local school system’s IDEA Part B grant award.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local school systems to meet or maintain the
determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical
assistance. Each local school system has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and
Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfecnetwork.org and other sources of technical
assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list
of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other
sources of relevant technical assistance.

A HUOV IVUMGL OVLVUL DY OLWALLD BIGL YYLES UMIU VY WLV DAy D LA ECL UL aily iHuivdatul alc ICL{UIICU w
access sources of technical assistance and inform the MSDE of the type, amount, and frequency
of assistance needed to address specific needs. Attached is a list of Division personnel, with
contact information for monitoring specialists and each SPP indicator. The specific indicators
most critical to improving results for the WCPS are: Indicator 1 (Graduation); and Indicator 5
(LRE).



Dr. Elizabeth M. Morgan
April 17, 2009
Page Three

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
school system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical
assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to suppott local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the WCPS to
improve results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss
this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

(,/‘{(/ﬁ/ﬁ/{' / Z(/ b

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Jeff Gladhill
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

Achievement Matters Most

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. John Fredericksen
Superintendent

Wicomico County Public Schools
P.O. Box 1538

Salisbury, MD 21802-1538

Dear Dr. Fredericksen:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. '

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(i)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs

Tt nwsrnamtinms nomd NTaads Cuolaatnintinl Tataswrantine

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Wicomico County
Public Schools (WCPS) status has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Notion

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. John Fredericksen
April 17,2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the WCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, 5b, or 5¢). In addition, the WCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
e Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the WCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the WCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

ﬂ 41/1’/4/ / \’74[% AR

Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.

Assistant State Sunerintendent

Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
c: Nancy S. Grasmick

Bonnie L. Walston
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

[

Achievement Matters Most MAnEY S GrAsCK
B State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street = Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17 2009

Dr. Jon Andes
Superintendent
Worcester County Public Schools
6270 Worcester Highway
Newark, MD 21841

{

L "
Dear Dr.-Andes:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs Intervention; or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the ongoing efforts to
improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination status for Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008), Part B in early June, 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if
OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. '

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each local school system in the State using the
categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), use appropriate enforcement mechanisms consistent with
34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the enforcement mechanisms identified in:
§300.604(a)(1) technical assistance; (a)(3) conditions on funding of a local school system; (b)(2)(1)
a corrective action plan or improvement plan; (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by
MSDE; and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C.
§1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to
assign a determination to each local school system: Meets Requirements; Needs Assistance; Needs
Intervention; and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets for
FFY 2007 as defined by the SPP for Part B. Attached is a document entitled, “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determination,” that lists the Part B indicators considered in making determinations.
MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on FFY 2007 data, as well as
information obtained through monitoring and complaint investigations, the Worcester County
Public Schools (WCPS) has been determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation
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marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Jon Andes
April 17, 2009
Page Two

To be in the category of Meets Requirements, the WCPS must have met or exceeded the State’s
targets on five performance indicators (1, 2, 5a, 5b, and 5c¢) or were not significantly below the
target on least restrictive environment indicators (5a, Sb, or 5¢). In addition, the WCPS must have
demonstrated compliance (100%) or substantial compliance (95-99.9%) for at least five of the
seven compliance indicators (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 20), and had no corrective actions or had
completed corrective actions within one year (15).

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

o Part B Local Determination Table; and
o Part B Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part B Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the WCPS’ data. The “Part B Local
Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information
relative to technical assistance and support available to your local school system.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local school
system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local school
system performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results
for students with disabilities. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as
you work to improve performance under Part B of the IDEA.

If you have any comments on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would appreciate your feedback as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities. The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the WCPS to improve
results for students with disabilities. If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or
want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Uit Lo
Carol Ann Heath, Ed.D.
Assistant State Superintendent
Division of Special Education/

Early Intervention Services

CAH/DRR:gh
Attachments
¢ Nancy S. Grasmick

Glen Hammerbacher
Branch/Section Chiefs
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