MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

CATION

Achievement Matters Most

Mancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street » Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. William J. Aumiller, Superintendent
Allegany County Board of Education
P.O.Box 1724

Cumberland, Maryland 21502

.,r,-';'.rfr
Dear Dr. @L{liﬁ”lﬂer:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (¢)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitorir g, the Allegany County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets R¢ quirements.
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Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Allegany County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2, 5, & 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for six of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b,
8c, & 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
« Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Allegany County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Allegany County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

7

' i

(A AS L pw

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf
attachments

cs Nancy S. Grasmick
Natalie Tenaglio
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Ng EDUCATION

‘_" Achievement Matters Most . Nancy S. Grasmick
| State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. Kevin M. Maxwell, Superintendent
Anne Arundel County Public Schools
2644 Riva Road

Annapolis, Maryland, 21401

Dear Dr. Maxwell:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with
34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs
Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the
media, and the public of this action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C
Determination was at the level of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement
plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R.
§300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination
to each Infants and Toddlers Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs
Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data,
as well as information obtained through monitoring, the Anne Arundel County Infants and
Toddlers Program has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

A rvland Pubsbie Sebanles #1 in the Nation
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Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that Anne Arundel County Infants and
Toddlers Program needs assistance, as opposed to a higher or lower category, include: (1) Not
meeting State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2) Not Demonstrating substantial compliance
in one of six Compliance Indicators (Indicator 7) and data in Indicator 7 is below 85%; and (3)
Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
o Part C Local Determination Table; and
o Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Anne Arundel County Infants
and Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance
and Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support
available to your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local Infants and Toddlers Program is determined to be in need of assistance for
two consecutive years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the
local Infants and Toddlers Program of available sources of technical assistance that may help the
local Infants and Toddlers Program address the areas in which the program needs assistance; 2)
Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local Infants and Toddlers Program
needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local Infants and Toddlers Program as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local Infants and Toddlers Program’s IDEA Part C grant award.

To assist all Local Infants and Toddlers Programs to meet or maintain the determination status of
Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical assistance. Each local
program has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and Determination Network at
http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical assistance to improve
performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list of indicators. Select a
specific Part C indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other sources of
relevant technical assistance. The specific indicators most critical to improving results for Anne
Arundel County are: Indicator 2 (Natural Environment) and Indicator 7 (45-Day Timeline).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
Infants and Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the
MSDE IDEA performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public
reporting on local Infants and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring
accountability focusing on improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their
families. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to
improve performance under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical
assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to
develop further mechanisms to support local improvement activities.




Dr. Kevin M. Maxwell
April 17, 2009
Page Three

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Anne Arundel County Infants and
Toddlers Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families.
If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical
assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,
e i ] L ’("
(gl ‘;/;/f’&\?%

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf
attachments

¢ Nancy S. Grasmick
Edward Feinberg
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

" Achievement Matters Most

Mancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Dr. Gregory Branch, MD, Health Officer
Baltimore County Health Department
6401 York Road, 3" 1.

Towson, Maryland, 21212

Dear Dr. Branch:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with
34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs
Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the
media, and the public of this action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C
Determination was at the level of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement
plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R.
§300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination
to each Infants and Toddlers Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs
Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data,
as well as information obtained through monitoring, the Baltimore County Infants and Toddlers
Program has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Gregory Branch
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Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that Baltimore County Infants and Toddlers
Program needs assistance, as opposed to a higher or lower category, include: (1) Meeting State
targets for Performance Indicators 2 and 6; (2) Not Demonstrating substantial compliance in
three of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, & 14) and data in Indicator 1 (Timely Service Initiation)
is below 85%; and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the
date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
« Part C Local Determination Table; and
 Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table™ provides an analysis of the Baltimore County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available
to your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local Infants and Toddlers Program is determined to be in need of assistance for
two consecutive years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the
local Infants and Toddlers Program of available sources of technical assistance that may help the
local Infants and Toddlers Program address the areas in which the program needs assistance; 2)
Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local Infants and Toddlers Program
needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local Infants and Toddlers Program as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local Infants and Toddlers Program’s IDEA Part C grant award.

To assist all Local Infants and Toddlers Programs to meet or maintain the determination status of
Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical assistance. Each local
program has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and Determination Network at
http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical assistance to improve
performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list of indicators. Select a
specific Part C indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other sources of
relevant technical assistance. The specific indicators most critical to improving results for
Baltimore County are: Indicator 1 (Timely Service Initiation) and Indicator 7 (45-Day Timeline).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
Infants and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability
focusing on improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE
will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance
under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or
the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further
mechanisms to support local improvement activities.




Dr. Gregory Branch
April 17, 2009
Page Three

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Baltimore County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance,
please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

(//ituft f {I/é WA %‘Uf{— @

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

[5 Nancy S. Grasmick
Paula Boykin
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

Jrz AdilevementiasteisMos State Superintendent of Schools

Nancy S. Grasmick

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17,2009

Olivia Farrow, Commissioner of Health
Baltimore City Health Department

101 E. Fayette Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Dear Ms. Farrow:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with
34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs
Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the
media, and the public of this action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C
Determination was at the level of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement
plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (¢)(2) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢) and 34 C.F.R.
§300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination
to each Infants and Toddlers Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs
Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data,
as well as information obtained through monitoring, the Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers
Program has been determined to be Needs Assistance, Year Three.

Marylaond Public Schools: #1 in fhe Nation

marylandpublicschools.org
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Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers
Program needs assistance, as opposed to a higher or lower category, include: (1) Not meeting
State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2) Not demonstrating substantial compliance with two
of six Compliance Indicators (7 & 8c) and data in Indicator 8c is below 85%; and (3) Correcting
all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

« Part C Local Determination Table; and
« Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Baltimore City Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance
and Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support
available to your local school system.

The MSDE FFY 2005 and FFY 2006 determination for the Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers
Program was also Needs Assistance. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R.
§8300.600 and 300.604, if a local Infants and Toddlers Program is determined to be in need of
assistance for two consecutive years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1)
Advise the local Infants and Toddlers Program of available sources of technical assistance that
may help the local Infants and Toddlers Program address the areas in which the program needs
assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local Infants and Toddlers
Program needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local Infants and Toddlers Program as a high-risk
grantee and impose special conditions on the local Infants and Toddlers Program’s IDEA Part C
grant award.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local Infants and Toddlers Programs to meet or
maintain the determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends
technical assistance. Each local program has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance
and Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of
technical assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed
to a list of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars,
and other sources of relevant technical assistance. In collaboration with MSDE, the Baltimore
City Infants and Toddlers Program is to identify the type, amount, and frequency of assistance
needed to address the specific needs. MSDE is available to consult with the local Infants and
Toddlers Program by telephone, fax, email, mail, or in-person. The specific indicators most
critical to improving results for Baltimore City are: Indicator 2 (Natural Environments), Indicator
7 (45-Day Timeline), and Indicator 8¢ (Timeliness of Transition Planning Meetings).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
Infants and Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the
MSDE IDEA performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public
reporting on local Infants and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring
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accountability focusing on improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their
families. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to
improve performance under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical
assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to
develop further mechanisms to support local improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance,
please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/'/ /(./ & M ’i"’"'

k_,/ﬁ‘\_,/{- ZL'/; (/qf-/f/k— J

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

¢ Nancy 5. Grasmick
Charles Baugh
Branch/Section Chiefs



Baltimore City County Public Schools

Part C Local Determination Table
Federal Fiscal Year (FFY 2007)
July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008

Monitoring Priorities and Indicators

Status

MSDE Analysis/Next Steps

1. Percent of infants and toddlers with
IFSPs who receive the early
intervention services on their IFSPs
in a timely manner.

[Compliance Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 97.6%.
This is the first time period
that actual service initiation
dates were reported in the
APR. The State’s target for
this indicator is 100%

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program data represent substantial
compliance for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program FFY 2008
data demonstrating 100% compliance.

2. Percent of infants and toddlers with
IFSPs who primarily receive early
intervention services in the home or
programs for typically developing
children.

[Results Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 82.1%.
This represents improvement
from the FFY 2006 results of
76.4%. The State’s target for
this indicator is 89.5%.

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program results were below the State’s
target for this indicator.

MSDE expects the Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program to fully
implement improvement activities to ensure results that meet the State’s target.

5. Percent of infants and toddlers birth
to 1 with IFSPs compared to:

A. Other States with similar
eligibility definitions; and

B. National data.

[Results Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 1.53%.
This represents slippage from
the FFY 2006 results of
1.67%. The State’s target for
this indicator is 1.50%.

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program data met the State’s target for
this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program FFY 2008
data demonstrating continued success.

FFY 2007 SPP/APR Response Table

Page 1




Monitoring Priorities and Indicators

Status

MSDE Analysis/Next Steps

Percent of infants and toddlers birth
to 3 with IFSPs compared to:

A. Other States with similar
eligibility definitions; and

B. National data.

[Results Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 2.99%.
This represents slippage from
the FFY 2006 results of
3.30%. The State’s target for
this indicator is 2.88%.

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program data met the State’s target for
this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program FFY 2008
data demonstrating continued success.

Percent of eligible infants and
toddlers with IFSPs for whom an
evaluation and assessment and an
initial IFSP meeting were conducted
within Part C’s 45-day timeline.

[Compliance Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 92.0%.
This represents slight
improvement from the FFY
2006 results of 91%. The
State’s target for this
indicator is 100%.

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program data did not meet the State’s
target for this indicator.

MSDE expects the Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program to fully
implement improvement activities to ensure correction of noncompliance as
soon as possible but in no case later than one year.

8A.

Percent of all children exiting Part C
who received timely transition
planning to support the child’s
transition to preschool and other
appropriate community services by
their third birthday including:

A. IFSPs with transition steps and
services;

[Compliance Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 98.5%.
This represents slight
slippage from the FFY 2006
data of 99%. The State’s
target for this indicator is
100%.

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program data represent substantial
compliance for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program FFY 2008
data demonstrating 100% compliance.

8B.

Percent of all children exiting Part C
who received timely transition
planning to support the child’s
transition to preschool and other
appropriate community services by
their third birthday including:

B. Notification to LEA, if child
potentially eligible for Part B; and

[Compliance Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 99.5%.
This represents slight
improvement from the FFY
2006 results of 99%. The
State’s target for this
indicator is 100%.

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program data represent substantial
compliance for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program FFY 2008
data demonstrating 100% compliance.

FFY 2007 SPP/APR Response Table

Page 2




Monitoring Priorities and Indicators

Status

MSDE Analysis/Next Steps

8C. Percent of all children exiting Part C
who received timely transition
planning to support the child’s
transition to preschool and other
appropriate community services by
their third birthday including:

C. Transition conference, if child
potentially eligible for Part B.

[Compliance Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 82.0%.
This represents slippage from
the FFY 2006 results of 85%.
The State’s target for this
indicator is 100%.

The Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program data did not meet the State’s
target for this indicator.

MSDE expects the Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program to fully
implement improvement activities to ensure correction of noncompliance as
soon as possible but in no case later than one year.

9. General supervision system
(including monitoring, complaints,
hearings, etc.) identifies and corrects
noncompliance as soon as possible
but in no case later than one year
from identification.

[Compliance Indicator]

The Baltimore City Infants
and Toddlers Program had 5
incidences of noncompliance
in FFY 2006. All of these
incidences were corrected in
FFY 2007, within 1 year of
notification.

MSDE looks forward to Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program FFY 2008
data demonstrating continued success.

14. State reported data (618 and State
Performance Plan and Annual
Performance Report) are timely and
accurate.

[Compliance Indicator]

Baltimore City Infants and
Toddlers Program submitted
618 data and program reports
in a timely and accurate
manner.

Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers data met the State’s target for the timely and
accurate submission of required 618 data and program reports for FFY 2007.

MSDE expects Baltimore City Infants and Toddlers Program’s submission of
required FFY 2008 data to be timely and accurate.

FFY 2007 SPP/APR Response Table

Page 3




MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

e

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

Achievement Matters Most

200 West Baltimore Street * Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 » 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Edward Shirley, Superintendent
Caroline County Public Schools
204 Franklin Street

Denton, Maryland 21629

Dear Dr. §ﬁfnlé);—/ |

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with
34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs
Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the
media, and the public of this action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C
Determination was at the level of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(1) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement
plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R.
§300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination
to each Infants and Toddlers Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs
Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention. '

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data,
as well as information obtained through monitoring, the Caroline County Infants and Toddlers
Program has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org
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Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that Caroline County Infants and Toddlers
Program needs assistance include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2 and 5;
(2) Not Demonstrating substantial compliance in three of six Compliance Indicators (7, 8a, & 8c¢)
and data in Indicator 8c is below 85%; and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later
than one year from the date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
e Part C Local Determination Table; and
» Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Caroline County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available
to your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local Infants and Toddlers Program is determined to be in need of assistance for
two consecutive years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the
local Infants and Toddlers Program of available sources of technical assistance that may help the
local Infants and Toddlers Program address the areas in which the program needs assistance; 2)
Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local Infants and Toddlers Program
needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local Infants and Toddlers Program as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local Infants and Toddlers Program’s IDEA Part C grant award.

To assist all Local Infants and Toddlers Programs to meet or maintain the determination status of
Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical assistance. Each local
program has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and Determination Network at
http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical assistance to improve
performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list of indicators. Select a
specific Part C indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other sources of
relevant technical assistance. The specific indicators most critical to improving results for
Caroline County are: Indicator 7 (45-Day Timeline) and Indicator 8¢ (Timeliness of Transition
Planning Meetings).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
school system on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local
Infants and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability
focusing on improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE
will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance
under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or
the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further
mechanisms to support local improvement activities.
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The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Caroline County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance,
please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Sl

/4 .r 7 ;,
V&J:M{{#L’

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.
Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

c Nancy S. Grasmick
Rosemary Thomas
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

: Achievement Matters Most T
i State Superintendent of Schools

August 4, 2008 200 West Baltimore Street + Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

Dr. Edward Shirley

Superintendent

Caroline County Public Schools Department
204 Franklin Street

Denton, MD 21629

Dear Dr. Shirley:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability on the
State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).
OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR) annually. Using the information
obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on
these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs
Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the
federal statute are part of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. On
June 6, 2008 OSEP issued its determination letters to cach state’s lead agency for Part C on the
implementation of IDEA for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2006, the 2006-2007 fiscal year. OSEP notified the
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level of
Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i), states are required to assign these same levels of
determination annually under §1416(d) to each local Infants and Toddlers Program based on
performance. In accordance with §1416(e) of IDEA 2004, states must use one of the following four
categories to assign a determination to each local Infants and T oddlers Program: Meets
Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric on
specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as defined by the
SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Qverview - Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations " that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE carefully
considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information obtained through
monitoring and complaint investigations, the Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Edward Shirley
August 4, 2008
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program
Meets Requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2,5,and 6; (2)
Demonstrating substantial compliance for four of six Compliance Indicators (1,7, 8a, and 8b); and 3)
Findings of noncompliance identified by the State in FFY 2005 were corrected within timelines in FFY 06,

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

* Overview — Part C and Part B Public Agency Determinations;

* Part C Local Determination Scoring Criteria;

* Part C Local Determination Table; and

* Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Caroline County Infants and Toddlers
Program data. The “Part C Local Determination F ramework for Technical Assistance and Intervention”
provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to your local Infants and
Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and Toddlers
Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the information about Maryland’s
performance at http://mdideareport.ore. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants and Toddlers
Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on improved results for infants
and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance
opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our
past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to
develop further mechanisms to support local improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program to
improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have any questions, would
like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-
0238.

Sincerely,

/// ay Y, Y
( catad (/Z:(/azw Foactl
Carol Ann Baglin, Ed. D.
Assistant State Superintendent
Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAB/dm
attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Rosemary D. Thomas
Branch/Section Chiefs



Caroline County Infants and Toddlers
Part C Local Determination Table
Federal Fiscal Year (FFY 2006)
July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007

Monitoring Priorities and Indicators

Status

MSDE Analysis/Next Steps

1. Percent of infants and toddlers with
IFSPs who receive the early
intervention services on their IFSPs
in a timely manner.

[Compliance Indicator]

The Caroline County Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 100%.
This was the same result
reported for FFY 2005. The
State’s target for this
indicator is 100%.

The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data represent compliance
for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program FFY
2007 data demonstrating continued compliance.

2. Percent of infants and toddlers with
IFSPs who primarily receive early
intervention services in the home or
programs for typically developing
children.

[Results Indicator]

Caroline County Infants and
Toddlers Program reported
data for this indicator are
97.7%. This represents
improvement from the FFY
2005 data of 96%. The
State’s target for this
indicator is 89%.

The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data met the State’s target
for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddler Program FFY
2007 data demonstrating continued success.

5. Percent of infants and toddlers birth
to 1 with IFSPs compared to:

A. Other States with similar
eligibility definitions; and

B. National data.

[Results Indicator]

The Caroline County Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 3.11%.
This represents improvement
from the FFY 2005 results of
2.86%. The State’s target for
this indicator is 1.50%.

The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data met the State’s target
for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program FFY
2007 data demonstrating continued success.

FFY 2006 SPP/APR Determinations Table

Page 1




Monitoring Priorities and Indicators

Status

MSDE Analysis/Next Steps

Percent of infants and toddlers birth
to 3 with IFSPs compared to:

A. Other States with similar
eligibility definitions; and

B. National data.

[Results Indicator]

The Caroline County Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 3.09%.
This represents slippage from
the FFY 2005 results of
3.80%. The State’s target for
this indicator is 2.88%.

The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data met the State’s target

for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program FFY

2007 data demonstrating continued success.

Percent of eligible infants and
toddlers with IFSPs for whom an
evaluation and assessment and an
initial IFSP meeting were conducted
within Part C’s 45-day timeline.

[Compliance Indicator]

The Caroline County Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 100%.
This represents improvement
from the FFY 2005 results of
82%. The State’s target for
this indicator is 100%.

The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data represent compliance

for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program FFY

2007 data demonstrating continued compliance.

8A.

Percent of all children exiting Part C
who received timely transition
planning to support the child’s
transition to preschool and other
appropriate community services by
their third birthday including:

A. IFSP with transition steps and
services.

[Compliance Indicator]

The Caroline County Infants
and Toddlers Program data
for this indicator are 100%.
The State’s target for this
indicator is100%.

The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data represent compliance

for this indicator.

MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program FFY

2007 data demonstrating continued compliance.

FFY 2006 SPP/APR Determinations Table

Page 2




Monitoring Priorities and Indicators

Status

MSDE Analysis/Next Steps

8B. Percent of all children exiting Part C | The Caroline County Infants The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data represent compliance
who received timely transition and Toddlers Program data for this indicator.
planning to support the child’s for this indicator are 100%.
transition to preschool and other This represents improvement
appropriate community services by from the FFY 2005 results of | MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program FFY
their third birthday including: 88%. The State’s target for 2007 data demonstrating continued compliance.
S . :
B. Notification to LEA, if child i iricicator 131 00%:
potentially eligible for Part B; and
[Compliance Indicator]
8C. Percent of all children exiting Part C | The Caroline County Infants | The Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program data did not meet the State’s
who received timely transition and Toddlers Program data target for this indicator.
planning to support the child’s for this indicator are 87%.
transition to preschool and other This represents improvement
appropriate community services by from the FFY 2005 results of | MSDE expects the Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program to fully
their third birthday including: 63%. The State’s target for implement improvement activities to ensure correction of noncompliance as
o s : 2 i :
C. Transition conference, if child this indicator is 100%. soon as possible but in no case later than one year.
potentially eligible for Part B.
[Compliance Indicator]
9. General supervision system The Caroline County Infants | MSDE looks forward to Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program FFY

(including monitoring, complaints,
hearings, etc.) identifies and corrects
noncompliance as soon as possible
but in no case later than one year
from identification.

[Compliance Indicator]

and Toddlers Program had no
Corrective Action Plans due
for FFY 2006.

2007 data demonstrating continued success.

FFY 2006 SPP/APR Determinations Table

Page 3




Monitoring Priorities and Indicators

Status

MSDE Analysis/Next Steps

14. State reported data (618 and State
Performance Plan and Annual
Performance Report) are timely and
accurate.

[Compliance Indicator]

Caroline County Infants and
Toddlers Program submitted
618 data in a timely and
accurate manner. Submission
of the Semi-Annual Program
Report and Final Program
Report was accurate but not
timely.

Caroline County Infants and Toddlers data met the State’s target for the accurate
submission of required 618 data and program reports for FFY 2006. The late
submission of the Semi-Annual and Final Program Reports represent the
untimely submission of data.

MSDE expects Caroline County Infants and Toddlers Program’s submission of
required FFY 2007 data to be timely and accurate.

FFY 2006 SPP/APR Determinations Table

Page 4




MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

| N

EDUCATION

p Achievement Matters Most State Superintendent of Schools

MNancy S. Grasmick

200 West Baltimore Street * Baltimore, MD 21201 » 410-767-0100 » 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Charles 1. Ecker, Superintendent
Carroll County Health Department
125 North Court Street
Westminster, Maryland 21157

o !“_//

i y i o JL/(‘
Dear Dr{\_ﬁéké’r:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually, Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Carroll County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

Marviand Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Charles I. Ecker
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Carroll County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2 and 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for four of six Compliance Indicators (1, 8a, 8b,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
« Part C Local Determination Table; and
¢ Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Carroll County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Carroll County Infants and Toddlers Program
to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have any
questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/1 P

{._//I&_//ff J'q ‘L-’é". iu;v “V el
Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.
Assistant State Superintendent
Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Inez Marvel
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

| r\.-/ Achievement Matters Most State Superintendent of Schools
4

Mancy S. Grasmick

200 West Baltimore Street » Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Henry Shaffer, Interim Superintendent
Cecil County Public Schools

201 Booth Street

Elkton, Maryland 21921

Dear Mr. Shaffer:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Cecil County Infants and Toddlers Program has been determined
to be Meets Requirements.

hsTirrm
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Henry Shaffer
April 17, 2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Cecil County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2 and 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for five of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
» Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Cecil County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Cecil County Infants and Toddlers Program
to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have any
questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

i Nancy 8. Grasmick
Richard Wilkins
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Np,EDUCATION

"~"  Achievement Matters Most Nancy 5: Grasmick

State Superintendent of Schools

. 200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17,2009

Dr. David DeVadason, Health Officer
Charles County Health Department

6 Garrett Avenue

LaPlata, Maryland 20646

Dear Dr. DeVadason:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Charles County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

Marylond Public Schools: #1 In the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. David DeVadason
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Charles County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2)
Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for five of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b, &
14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
« Part C Local Determination Table; and
 Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Charles County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Charles County Infants and Toddlers Program
to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have any
questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/ / ny - | : f o
¢ £ S PR %
(1o i T e A
Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.
Assistant State Superintendent
Division of Special Education/

Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf
attachments

c Nancy S. Grasmick
June Castro
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

~  Achievement Matters Most Nancy S. Grasmick
= State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. Frederic Hildenbrand, Superintendent
Dorchester County Public Schools

700 Glasgow Street

Cambridge, Maryland 21613

Dear Dr. Hildenbrand:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations”’ that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Dorchester County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.
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Dr. Frederic Hildenbrand
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Dorchester County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2, 5, and 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for five of six Compliance Indicators (7, 8a, 8b,
8c & 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
e Part C Local Determination Table; and
e Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Dorchester County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Dorchester County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

@,ZM{] Cf?bst M&ty ot

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf
attachments

¢ Nancy §. Grasmick
Donna Greenleaf
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

=" Achievement Matters Most Nancy: 3: Grasmick
| State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 = 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Dr. Barbara Brookmyer, Health Officer
Frederick County Health Department
350 Montevue Lane

Frederick, Maryland 21702

Dear Dr. Brookmyer:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Frederick County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Barbara Brookmyer
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Frederick County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2)
Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for six of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b, 8c,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
» Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table™ provides an analysis of the Frederick County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Frederick County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

.‘IJ. [ I_r‘ /{f“ o k__._zf ;‘f \;, B
f ; / L. 1p A
Ay L"{""s-t--w___..‘x‘ NEA]
Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.
Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Monica Grant
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Nk EDUCATION

= Achievement Matters Most < maricy Se Siaemick
= State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 = 410-767-0100 = 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Crystal Stewart, Director

Garrett County Partnership for Children & Families, Inc.
12423 Garrett Highway

Oakland, Maryland 21550

Dear Ms. Stewart:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Garrett County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

viand Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Crystal Stewart
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Garrett County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2)
Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for six of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b, 8c,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
o Part C Local Determination Table; and
e Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Garrett County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Garrett County Infants and Toddlers Program
to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have any
questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/ ] Al
Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.
Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAI/mf
attachments

c Nancy S. Grasmick
Yvonne McConnell
Branch/Section Chiefs



| abedq

3|qe | ssuodsey HdV/ddS 002 Add

"1081e) $,9181G O3 199U JRLj] §}|NSAI DINSUD 0] SANIANOR Judwasosdw juawajdun
A[[nJ 03 weidold sI3[ppo], pue sjueju] A3uno)) jairer) ayy s30adxs FASIN

“107e01pUI SIY} JOJ }9518)
S, 91B1S S} MO[aq dJom S)[Nsal wieifold SIS[PPO . pue siueju] Aluno) paLien) oy

%061

s13081e1 §,9181S QYL "%%ES1
JO S1NSal 9007 Add 2}

woij a3eddifs syuasardar siy |
'04,G€" | 9Je JoJROIpUI SIY} 10
ejep weidold sI9[ppo ], pue
sjuBjul Ajuno)) NaLen AL

[1o1801pUT SINSY ]
‘Blep [euoljeN g
pue ‘suoniuyap AIqIsife
JR[IWIS M S91R)S 1010 'Y
:01 patedwod sS.I1 yum [ 0
YuIq SI9[PPOI pue sjuBjul JO JUA0IaJ

'$S200NS PaNUNUOd FunRISUOIAP BIRP
2007 A weidoid sI19|ppo . pue sjueju Ajuno)) Jaiien) o pIemio] s)ool FASN

“107BJIpUL SIY)
10J 10318) S,2781S 21} JoW BjEp WeIS0ld SIO[PPO ] pue sjuBjul AJunoy) oL Y |,

246" 68 SI 198181 S 081G Y[,
"% 6 JO BIBP Pariodal 900
Add s.,AJUN0Y) paLIeny Wolj
yuawraaoadun syuasaxdal sy,
%0001 =it Iojealpii Sl 103
ejep welrdolrd SIO[ppo] pue
sjugju] AJuno)) JaLren) ay |

[1o1801pU SYNSaY]

"URIP[IYD

Surdojeaap A[eo1d£y 10y sweisoad
10 QWOY Y] Ul SIITAISS UOHUSAIANUI
AJ1ea aate0al Ajrewad oym SJS]
UIIAs SIS[PPO} PUE SIUBJUI JO JUDDIB]

-2ouel|dwod 9400 | Sunessuowap ejep
2007 A weidold s19|ppo], pue sjueju] AJuno) JaLIer) 0] pIemio] s)oo] JASIN

“10Je21pUl Sy} Joj aouerjdwod
[enueisqns juasaidor vjep weidold sIO[PPO I, pue sjuejuj AJuno)) poLien) ay |,

%001 St Jojedipul siyy
Jojedieys i oyl A4V
a1} ut payodar alom sajep
UOTIBIIUL DIAIAS [BNIOR JBLY}
pouiod awiy sy oy} 1 SIY L
*04,96 AIe 10JBdIpUI SIY) O]
ejep weidold SI2[ppo] pue
SIUBJU] AJUNO) NALIRD) Y],

[103e01pU] 20URI|dWO))]

“Jouuew Ajawi) e ul

SJS.]1 J19U3 UO SOOIAISS UOIIUIAIIUL
A]1ea 2y} 9A1R0aI oym SJSA]

UIIm SIS[PPO] PUR SJUBJUI JO JUIS

sda3g 3xan/sIsA[euy AASIA snjels S10JEdPU] pUE SINLIOLLJ SULIOJUOTA]

8007 ‘0€ dunp ysSnoays LOOT ‘T Ajnp
(LO0Z AAA) 18X [BISL] [BI9PIy]
J[qB ], UONBUTULIIA( [BI0T D) MBJ

sjooydg dqndg Ajuno)) pPa.riesy




z abed

ajqe] asuodsay HdV/ddS 2002 Add

"oouel[dwods ponunuod Jurensuouwdp eyep
8007 Al weidold S13[ppo . pue sjueju] AJunoo) Jaiien) 03 premio} sjoo] 4AS

*JOJEDIpUI SIN}
J10J 2oueljdwoo yuasaidal ejep wesdold SI[ppo ], pue sjueju] AJuno) palien) ayJ,

%001 ST JojEaIpul S1p

0] 1981e) S 28I AL "BIRp
900T Add oy ut papiodas
J[Nsa1 ouwes ayj S SIy L
04001 9Je JOJBOIpUI SIY} 10)
ejep wieidold sIo|ppo ] pue

[103B01pU] 20UEIdWO]

pue g yed 10y 21qi31]e Ajjenuajod
PIIYo 31 "Y1 03 uonedynoN °g
Burpnjour Aepypiq paiyl aayy
Aq soo1A10s Aunuiwod aerdoidde
Ja10 pue [ooyosaid o) uorjisuer)
s.pIyo ay3 woddns 03 Sutuueld
UOIISUEI) AJOUUI) PIAISODI OYM

sjuejuy Ajuno) peueny oy | O ued Fuijixo uaIp[Iyo [[B JO JUS2IdJ ‘g8
[103e01pU] 20URIdWO))]
{8a0IAIDS
04001 St I0TEOIPUI SI pue sdais uonisuen) yum sdsql vV
"aouerdwod ponuuod SunBISUCWSP BIBP 10J 193.1R) 5, 91B1S 2y "BIRp :Suipnjoul Aepyuiq payl Jiay)
8007 A1 weidol SI9[ppo], pue sjueju] Aunoy) 1ailer) 0} premlo) s)oo] GASIA 9007 Add 2y) ul payodar Aq sao1a10s Arunwiwoos areudoidde
Jjnsal awes oy s1 sy |, Iayjo pue [ooyosaid 0} uonisuer
04001 21 J0JBIIpUL SIY] 10] s.pIyo ayy poddns oy Suiuued
*JoYeOIpUl SIY) ejep weidold SI9|ppo ], pue UOIJISURI} AJOWI) PIAI20T OYM
10} 2ouerjdwos jussaidar ejep weidold SI2[ppo ] pue sjuejuj AJuno)) Nairen) ay | sjuejuj Ajuno) paen ay ] | O Med Sunixs udIp[iyd [[B JO JuadIad Vg
76001 St 103BOIPUL SI [103B01pU] 20URIdWO))]
‘aouel[dwos panuiuod FUNBIISUOWAP BIRP 10] 19311) 5,918)S QY| "BIRP : :
2007 A1 weidold SI9[ppo . pue sjueju] AJuno)) Jailer) o} piemlo} Yool JASIA 9002 A2y ul pauodar -aurjowin} Ap-GH S, Wed UuIyim
JNsSal awes 2y} SISIYL | Ppa1onpuod aom Suneaw JSAj [eniul
04001 218 I0JBIIPUI SIY) 10] U pue JUSWISSISSE PUB UOIIBN[BAD
*10JBOIpUl SIY} ejep wesdol ] sI9[ppo], pue UB WoyM 10J SJS.J] YIm SI3[ppol
10} 2ouerjdwos jussardar ejep weidold S12]ppo ], pue sjueju] AJuno)) Paiien) oy, sjuBjuU] AUNO)) PALEBD) Y | pue sjuBjur 2[q181[2 JO A2  °/
"9488°C S1 JOJEIIPUI 1Y) DiosEoIpaL SHifsy]
"1081e) S, 91815 A} 199U JBY) S)NSDI 2INSUD 0] SONIANOR JudwdAoidu Juswaldwy | 10J 19818) S 918IS YL %88’ ‘ejep [euoljeN ‘g
AJInj 01 weidoi SI2[pPpoL pu® sjueju] AJuno)) nadien) oyl syoadxa gASIAL | JO SHNSA1 9007 A.dd 21 woly pue ‘suomuiep AN
owaaocsdwir syussaxdor siy |, P R
"0417 T 91 JOJRDIpUI SIY) 10J B N SSA0T0 °N
“10JBOIPUI SIY) JOJ 133.1) S,9)B)S 31} MO[oq BlEp WeIZ0l SI9[ppo], pue :03 paredwoo s4S.q[ Yum ¢ 03
Apuesijugis a1am s} nsal wWedold sI9[ppo |, pue sjuejuj Kjunoy) Poilen) ay |, sjuejuj AJUno)) paLen) ay |, YMIq SI9[PPO} puk sjuejul JO JUOIdJ 9
sdayg 1xanysisjeuy FAASIA snje)§ S.I0)EIIPU] PUE SINLIOLIJ SULIOJIUOTA]




¢ abed

e|qe esuodsay ¥dv/ddS L00Z Add

"9)BINOOE PUE AJowil} 2q 0} BIep 8007 A1 pasinbal
JO uorssiuqns s, werdoid s19[ppo, pue syueju] Ajuno) Naien) s1adxas JASW

*£00Z Al 103 suodas weaSoad pue eyep g9 paiinbal Jo UOISSIWIQNS 9)BINJOE pue
Aoy oy Joj 30818} S 918)S AU 19U BIBP SIS[PPO [, PUEB SjuRjU] AJUno)) JoLien

“Jouuew
JjeInooe pue Ko e ul
spodar weidoad pue eyep §19
papiwqns weidold sI[ppo],
pue sjuejuj Ayuno)) PalIen)

[103@01pU] Q0URI[dWO))]

"9)BINOoe
pue Ajown) aie (Hoday] 9ouUBULIOJId]
[enuuy pue uejd SOUBULIOLId]

sye1S pue g19) eep pauodal el H|

‘aouel|dwos panunuod JujerSuowap ejep
8007 A weiSol s19ppo ], pue sjueju] Ajuno) Parien) 03 premlioj s)oof FASN

"UOTJBIJ1JOU JO JBaK | UIylim
L007 AL Ul pa3oaliod sem

20UapIOUL SIYL, “900T Add Ul
oouedwosuou Jo souapIoul

I pey weiSol SIO[ppo] pue
sjuejuy Ajuno) BeLen) Ay

[1ojeotput aouerdwo]

"UOTJBOIJIIUIPT WOI]

Jeak auo uey) JoJe[ 9SO OU Ul INq

a[qissod se uoos se aouerjdwoouou

§1091100 pue SAIJIuapl (030 ‘s3uLeay

‘syuredwos “Surioyiuow uipnjout)
woysAs uoisiazadns epuan) g

-aouerjdwos panunuos Funensuowsp eep
8007 AJJ weidold sia[ppo pue sjueju] AJunop) Palier) 0] pJemiol syoo| JASIN

*101B21pUI SIY}
10} aouerjdwos juasaidal ejep weidold SIO[PPO ], pue sjueju] AJUno) NaLen ay ],

%001 sLIOE0IDUL S14]

10J 198181 8, 2181S 2U], %78
Jo s3nsal 9007 Adq dyi woy
yuswaaoxdun sjussardar siy |
04001 218 10JBOIPUL SIL) 10]
BIEp WeRIS0.d SI9[ppo] pue
sjueju] AJunoD) PoLIen) ay |,

[10101pU] 20uRI[dWIO)) ]

g Weq 10j 2[qidie Ajenuajod
PIIYO J1 ‘O0UaIdJU0D UonIsuRl], "D

‘Suipnjout Aepyuiiq pary 1oy
Aq sao1a1as Ayunwuiods ajetidodde
12130 pue jooyosaid 01 uonisuen
s.piyo ayy woddns o) Suiuue|d
UOIJISURL) AJSLUT) POAIDDAT OUYM

O Hed SUnIxe uaIp[iyo [jB JO 1UddIdd DY

sdayg 1xaN/sIsA[euY AASIA

sSnyel§

S10JBIIPU] PUE SINLIOLIJ SULIOIUOTAI




MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

> Achievement Matters Most State Superintendent of Schools

Nancy S. Grasmick

200 West Baltimore Street = Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Susan Kelly, Acting Health Officer
Harford County Health Department
119 Hayes Street

Bel Air, Maryland 21014

Dear Ms. Kelly:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Harford County Infants and Toddlers Program has been

determined to be Meets Requirements.
Marviand Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Susan Kelly
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Harford County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2 and 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for four of six Compliance Indicators (7, 8a, 8b,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
« Part C Local Determination Table; and
« Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Harford County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Harford County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/
{ 7 f
]

j
/ /.-‘ Ll LA
CAnt (Lt lew e

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

Attachments

c Nancy S. Grasmick
Patty Jones
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

: s Mancy S. Grasmick

Achievement Matters Most .
| State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Sydney L. Cousin, Superintendent
Howard County Public Schools
10910 Route 108
Ellicott City, Maryland 21042

/7, A/ f'f"/
Dear Dr. @9"1&%%‘1': ¢
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Howard County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

JEERC Rt B, UEay (g &) g sl cdi g (M Koo g
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Dr. Sydney L. Cousin
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Howard County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2 and 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for five of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
» Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Howard County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http:/mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Howard County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

5 s ? A 7 -
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N Wy

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf
attachments

v Nancy S. Grasmick
Anne Hickey
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

rj Achievement Matters Most
_r

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 * 410-767-0100 * 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. A. Barbara Wheeler, Superintendent
Kent County Public Schools
215 Washington Avenue
Chestertown Maryla.nd 21620
x'ﬁ i i!b A et
Dear Dr. Whéeele’r

The Indmduals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Kent County Infants and Toddlers Program has been determined
to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland FPublic Schools: #1 in fhe Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. A. Barbara Wheeler
April 17, 2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Kent County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2)
Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for four of six Compliance Indicators (7, 8a, 8b, &
8¢); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
o Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Kent County Infants and Toddlers
Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Kent County Infants and Toddlers Program to
improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have any questions,
would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not hesitate to call

me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,
."} f
At Apie

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf
attachments

Nancy S. Grasmick
Patrick Johnson
Branch/Section Chicts
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

s’ Nancy S. Grasmick

ievement Matters Most
J Achie State Superintendent of Schools

'

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 = 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Uma Ahluwalia, Director

Montgomery County Health and Human Services
401 Hungerford Drive

Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear Ms. Ahluwalia:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Montgomery County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.
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Uma Ahluwalia
April 17, 2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Montgomery County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2 and 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for five of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b,
& 8c); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
« Part C Local Determination Table; and
¢ Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Montgomery County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Montgomery County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,
-y -~ ";
i A )'.' ! / ! -
.-{’! / i ,{ / -;z ;'r ity \Hr? ‘-.{‘:f" r % g L
(A aS LA o4 TR~ :

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Ronnie Beimans
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

1] S. i
jl-j Achievement Matters Most ancy S. Grasmick

State Superintendent of Schools
200 West Baltimore Street < Baltimore, MD 21201 » 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Donald Shell, Health Officer

Prince George’s County Health Department
1701 McCormick Drive

Largo, Maryland 20774

Dear Dr. Shell:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with
34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs
Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the
media, and the public of this action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C
Determination was at the level of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement
plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢e) and 34 C.F.R.
§300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination
to each Infants and Toddlers Program: Mcets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs
Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data,
as well as information obtained through monitoring, the Prince George’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program has been determined to be Needs Assistance, Year Three.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Donald Shell
April 17, 2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Prince George’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program needs assistance, as opposed to a higher or lower category, include: (1) Not
meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2, 5 and 6; (2) Not demonstrating substantial
compliance with one of six Compliance Indicators (8c); and (3) Correcting all incidents of
noncompliance no later than one year from the date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

e Part C Local Determination Table; and
» Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Prince George’s County
Infants and Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical
Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and
support available to your local school system.

The MSDE FFY 2005 and FFY 2006 determination for the Prince George’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program was also Needs Assistance. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢e) and 34 C.
F. R. §§300.600 and 300.604, if a local Infants and Toddlers Program is determined to be in need
of assistance for two consecutive years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions:
1) Advise the local Infants and Toddlers Program of available sources of technical assistance that
may help the local Infants and Toddlers Program address the areas in which the program needs
assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local Infants and Toddlers
Program needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local Infants and Toddlers Program as a high-risk
grantee and impose special conditions on the local Infants and Toddlers Program’s IDEA Part C
grant award.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local Infants and Toddlers Programs to meet or
maintain the determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends
technical assistance. Each local program has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance
and Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of
technical assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed
to a list of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars,
and other sources of relevant technical assistance. In collaboration with MSDE, the Prince
George’s County Infants and Toddlers Program is to identify the type, amount, and frequency of
assistance needed to address the specific needs. MSDE is available to consult with the local
Infants and Toddlers Program by telephone, fax, email, mail, or in-person. The specific
indicators most critical to improving results for Prince George’s County are: Indicator 2 (Natural
Environment), Indicator 5 (Child Find 0-1), Indicator 6 (Child Find 0-3), and Indicator 8¢
(Timeliness of Transition Planning Meetings).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
Infants and Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the
MSDE IDEA performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public
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reporting on local Infants and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring
accountability focusing on improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their
families. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunitics as you work to
improve performance under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical
assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to
develop further mechanisms to support local improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Prince George’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families.
If you have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical
assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/i A S ’

r

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Sharon Leyden
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Ng EDUCATION

B

Nancy S. Grasmick
State Superintendent of Schools

Achievement Matters Most

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Carol A. Williams, Superintendent
Queen Anne’s County Public Schools
202 Chesterfield Avenue

Centreville, Maryland 21617

|

fi
il

Dear Dr./ Wi s:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (¢)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations ” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Queen Anne’s County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org
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Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Queen Anne’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2,
5, and 6; (2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for six of six Compliance Indicators (1,
7, 8a, 8b, & 8¢); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the
date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
e Part C Local Determination Table; and
» Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Queen Anne’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Queen Anne’s County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/ }

(Asfllsr—

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

¢ Nancy $. Grasmick
Stephanie Johnson
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

J'g" Achievement Matters Most ; OSBENSe R hamick
State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 * 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17,2009

Dr. Karen-Lee Brofee, Superintendent
Somerset County Public Schools
7982 A Crisfield Highway

Westove;l:;/\l\/}arylang}*lﬁS’f',l

14 )

Dear Dr. B{;?ee:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with
34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs
Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the
media, and the public of this action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C
Determination was at the level of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement
plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R.
§300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination
to each Infants and Toddlers Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs
Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data,
as well as information obtained through monitoring, the Somerset County Infants and Toddlers
Program has been determined to be Needs Assistance.

maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Karen-Lee Brofee
April 17, 2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that Somerset County Infants and Toddlers
Program needs assistance, as opposed to a higher or lower category, include: (1) Meeting State
target for Performance Indicator 2; (2) Not Demonstrating substantial compliance in three of six
Compliance Indicators (7, 8c, & 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later
than one year from the date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
» Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Somerset County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available
to your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

Please be advised that in accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C. F. R. §§300.600 and
300.604, if a local Infants and Toddlers Program is determined to be in need of assistance for
two consecutive years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions: 1) Advise the
local Infants and Toddlers Program of available sources of technical assistance that may help the
local Infants and Toddlers Program address the areas in which the program needs assistance; 2)
Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local Infants and Toddlers Program
needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local Infants and Toddlers Program as a high-risk grantee and
impose special conditions on the local Infants and Toddlers Program’s IDEA Part C grant award.

To assist all Local Infants and Toddlers Programs to meet or maintain the determination status of
Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends technical assistance. Each local
program has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance and Determination Network at
http.//spp-apr-calendar.rrfcnetwork.org and other sources of technical assistance to improve
performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed to a list of indicators. Select a
specific Part C indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars, and other sources of
relevant technical assistance. The specific indicators most critical to improving results for
Somerset County are: Indicator 7 (45-Day Timeline) and Indicator 8¢ (Timeliness of Transition
Planning Meetings).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
Infants and Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the
MSDE IDEA performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public
reporting on local Infants and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring
accountability focusing on improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their
families. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to
improve performance under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical
assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to
develop further mechanisms to support local improvement activities.




Dr. Karen-Lee Brofee
April 17,2009
Page Three

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Somerset County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance,
please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,
A
LAant (:/Zn;--v“--

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

¢ Nancy S. Grasmick
Betsy Reich
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Np. EDUCATION -

> Achievement Matters Most State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street * Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. William B. Icenhower, Health Officer
St. Mary’s County Health Department
P.O. Box 316

Peabody Street

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650

Dear Dr. Icenhower:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s
accountability on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report
(APR) annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data
sources, OSEP evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to
one of four levels of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention,
or Needs Substantial Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part
of the on-going efforts to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland
State Department of Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination
for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with
34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP identifics MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs
Substantial Intervention, MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the
media, and the public of this action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C
Determination was at the level of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement
plan, (b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in
whole or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R.
§300.603(b)(1), MSDE must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination
to each Infants and Toddlers Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs
Intervention, and Needs Substantial Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based
rubric on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s
targets as defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B
Public Agency Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making
determinations. MSDE carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data,
as well as information obtained through monitoring, the St. Mary’s County Infants and Toddlers
Program has been determined to be Needs Assistance, Year Three.

Marviand Public Schools: #1 in the Nation
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Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the St. Mary’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program needs assistance, as opposed to a higher or lower category, include: (1) Not
meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2, 5, and 6; (2) Not demonstrating substantial
compliance with three of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, & 8c); and (3) Correcting all incidents
of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:

» Part C Local Determination Table; and
¢ Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the St. Mary’s County Infants
and Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical
Assistance and Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and
support available to your local school system.

The MSDE FFY 2005 and FFY 2006 determination for the St. Mary’s County Infants and
Toddlers Program was also Needs Assistance. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.
F. R. §§300.600 and 300.604, if a local Infants and Toddlers Program is determined to be in need
of assistance for two consecutive years, MSDE must take one or more of the following actions:
1) Advise the local Infants and Toddlers Program of available sources of technical assistance that
may help the local Infants and Toddlers Program address the areas in which the program needs
assistance; 2) Direct the use of federal funds to the area or area(s) the local Infants and Toddlers
Program needs assistance; or 3) Identify the local Infants and Toddlers Program as a high-risk
grantee and impose special conditions on the local Infants and Toddlers Program’s IDEA Part C
grant award.

Pursuant to these requirements, and to assist all local Infants and Toddlers Programs to meet or
maintain the determination status of Meets Requirements, the MSDE provides and recommends
technical assistance. Each local program has a responsibility to access the Technical Assistance
and Determination Network at http://spp-apr-calendar.rrfecnetwork.org and other sources of
technical assistance to improve performance and/or correct noncompliance. You will be directed
to a list of indicators. Select a specific indicator for a list of centers, documents, web seminars,
and other sources of relevant technical assistance. In collaboration with MSDE, the St. Mary’s
County Infants and Toddlers Program is to identify the type, amount, and frequency of assistance
needed to address the specific needs. MSDE is available to consult with the local Infants and
Toddlers Program by telephone, fax, email, mail, or in-person. The specific indicators most
critical to improving results for St. Mary’s County are: Indicator 1 (Timely Service Initiation),
Indicator 2 (Natural Environments), Indicator 5 (Child Find 0-1), Indicator 6 (Child Find 0-3),
Indicator 7 (45-Day Timeline), and Indicator 8¢ (Timeliness of Transition Planning Meetings).

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local
Infants and Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the
MSDE IDEA performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public
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reporting on local Infants and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring
accountability focusing on improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their
families. MSDE will continue to provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to
improve performance under Part C of the IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical
assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we would be happy to hear from you as we work to
develop further mechanisms to support local improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the St. Mary’s County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you
have any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance,
please do not hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

A o
(,}ﬁ_r{/ﬁ. (_4 - \L%‘*J*”af_ //L_

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

G: Nancy S. Grasmick
Anita Stevens
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

> Achievement MaticrS Mot State Superintendent of Schools

Nancy S. Grasmick

200 West Baltimore Street * Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 + 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17,2009

Dr. Karen Salmon, Superintendent
Talbot County Public Schools
P.O. Box 1029
Easton, Marylr.and 21601

/7 S %
Dear Dr. Salmoiﬁj

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(1) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial

Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Talbot County Infants and Toddlers Program has been determined
to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1in fhe Naiion
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Dr. Karen Salmon
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Talbot County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2, 5, and 6;
(2) Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for six of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b,
8¢, & 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
e Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table™ provides an analysis of the Talbot County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Talbot County Infants and Toddlers Program
to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have any
questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

) g &
A !g_,j / : WA

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

c: Nancy S. Grasmick
Michelle Steelman
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

|~

Mancy S. Grasmick

i nt Ma
G sl 0 State Superintendent of Schools

) 200 West Baltimore Street - Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 = 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Dr. Elizabeth M. Morgan, Superintendent
Washington County Public Schools

820 Commonwealth Avenue
Hagerstown, Maryland 21741

Dear Dr./ Mbbgan:’

i

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(¢) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Washington County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 in the Naotion

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Elizabeth M. Morgan
April 17, 2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Washington County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2)
Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for six of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b, 8c,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
» Part C Local Determination Table; and
« Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Washington County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Washington County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

£y 5
C,#Ti/(ﬁ.! é{: A

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

c Nancy S. Grasmick
Mariam Robins
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION e

-
L Rehieveiient Matkeis Most State Superintendent of Schools
200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
April 17, 2009

Lori Brewster, Health Officer
Wicomico County Board of Education
108 E. Main Street

Salisbury, Maryland 21801

Dear Ms. Brewster:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Wicomico County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

Marylond Public Schools: #1 in the Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Ms. Lori Brewster
April 17,2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Wicomico County Infants and Toddlers
Program met requirements include: (1) Meeting State target for Performance Indicator 2; (2)
Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for six of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8a, 8b, 8c,
& 14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
 Part C Local Determination Table; and
 Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Wicomico County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Wicomico County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

/ /;I,i A 2 LS g et )
T AR S Wt
L,‘f,g,if’ Aphd AT

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

¢ Nancy S. Grasmick
Genie Hershberger
Branch/Section Chiefs
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

N EDUCATION

o Nancy S. Grasmick

AiievegientMaCess o State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 - 410-767-0100 - 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

April 17, 2009

Dr. Jon Andes, Superintendent
Worcester County Public School
6270 Worcester Highway
Newark, Maryland 21841

A\ i

Dear DI":';,‘,}&F[(QS:

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004 (IDEA) focuses on each state’s accountability
on the State Performance Plan (SPP) indicators defined by the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). OSEP reviews each state’s SPP and Annual Performance Report (APR)
annually. Using the information obtained through review of the APR and other data sources, OSEP
evaluates each state’s performance on these indicators, and assigns each state to one of four levels
of determination: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial
Intervention. The determinations required under the federal statute are part of the on-going efforts
to improve results for children and youth with disabilities. The Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) anticipates receiving its current federal determination for Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2007 (2007-2008) Part C in early June 2009. In accordance with 34 CFR §300.606, if OSEP
identifies MSDE as Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or Needs Substantial Intervention,
MSDE is required to notify local school systems, public agencies, the media, and the public of this
action. Last year OSEP notified the MSDE that Maryland’s Part C Determination was at the level
of Meets Requirements.

Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §1416(a)(1)(C)(i) and 34 C.F.R. §300.600, MSDE is required to make
determinations annually on the performance of each Local Infants and Toddlers Program in the
State using the categories in 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), and use appropriate enforcement
mechanisms, consistent with 34 C.F.R. §300.604, which must include, if applicable, the
enforcement mechanisms identified in §300.604(a)(1) technical assistance, (a)(3) conditions on
funding of an Infants and Toddlers Program, (b)(2)(i) a corrective action plan or improvement plan,
(b)(2)(v) withholding funds, in whole or in part, by MSDE, and (c)(2) withholding funds, in whole
or in part, by MSDE. In accordance with 20 U.S.C. §1416(e) and 34 C.F.R. §300.603(b)(1), MSDE
must use one of the following four categories to assign a determination to each Infants and Toddlers
Program: Meets Requirements, Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, and Needs Substantial
Intervention.

The MSDE, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, uses a results-based rubric
on specific indicators to rate each public agency’s performance in meeting the State’s targets as
defined by the SPP for Part C. Attached is a document entitled “Part C and Part B Public Agency
Determinations” that lists the Part C indicators included in making determinations. MSDE
carefully considered all aspects of this process. Based on available data, as well as information
obtained through monitoring, the Worcester County Infants and Toddlers Program has been
determined to be Meets Requirements.

Maryland Public Schools: #1 In fhe Nation

marylandpublicschools.org



Dr. Jon Andes
April 17, 2009
Page Two

Specific factors affecting MSDE’s determination that the Worcester Infants and Toddlers Program
met requirements include: (1) Meeting State targets for Performance Indicators 2and 55(2)
Demonstrating at least substantial compliance for five of six Compliance Indicators (1, 7, 8b, 8¢, &
14); and (3) Correcting all incidents of noncompliance no later than one year from the date of
identification.

Attached to this letter are copies of the following documents:
« Part C Local Determination Table; and
o Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and Intervention.

The “Part C Local Determination Table” provides an analysis of the Worcester County Infants and
Toddlers Program data. The “Part C Local Determination Framework for Technical Assistance and
Intervention” provides additional information relative to technical assistance and support available to
your local Infants and Toddlers Program.

As you know, the State must report annually to the public on the performance of each local Infants and
Toddlers Program on the targets in the SPP under IDEA. The public may access the MSDE IDEA
performance report at http://mdideareport.org. The requirement for public reporting on local Infants
and Toddlers Program performance is a critical provision in ensuring accountability focusing on
improved results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. MSDE will continue to
provide technical assistance opportunities as you work to improve performance under Part C of the
IDEA. If you have any feedback on our past technical assistance efforts or the need for guidance, we
would be happy to hear from you as we work to develop further mechanisms to support local
improvement activities.

The MSDE is committed to supporting the efforts of the Worcester County Infants and Toddlers
Program to improve results for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families. If you have
any questions, would like to discuss this further, or want to request technical assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at 410-767-0238.

Sincerely,

7 |
'i-/ga—/t M

’,; i

/L/,- Wt—

Carol Ann Heath, Ed. D.

Assistant State Superintendent

Division of Special Education/
Early Intervention Services

CAH/mf

attachments

¢ Nancy S. Grasmick
Kathy Simon
Branch/Section Chiefs
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